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CHINA.. 

CHANGSHA. 

Uy  Consul    XelNuu  T.  Johnson. 

The  year  1917  bofran  very  favorably  for  Changslm,  with  a  promise 
of  (juiet  conditions  for  the  year,  and  business  conditions  were  good 
during  the  first  part  of  the  year.  The  political  situation  became  dis- 
turbed in  August,  and  from  October  on  business  was  very  much  at  a 
standstill  because  of  military  operations  in  the  Province."^  The  latter 
half  of  the  year  was  characterized  by  an  increasing  feeling  of  de- 
pression in  business.  The  financial  situation  did  not  improve,  and 
there  was  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  merchants  to  limit  orders  and 
curtail  stocks. 

Building  Operations  and  Road  Construction. 

_  The  i)ast  year  was  an  active  one  at  Changsha  from  the  point  of 
view  of  building  and  construction.  The  new  building  for  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  was  completed  and  occupied.  A  private  concern  pur- 
chased electric-light  machinery  and  built  a  second  light  plant  on  the 
Avater  front  north  of  the  city.  The  building  of  the  now  cotton  mill 
was  pushed  industriously,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  con- 
struction work  was  practically  finii-hed  and  the  machiniTy  was  being 
installed.  A  nmnber  of  new  buildings  have  been  erected  along  the 
busier  streets  of  the  city.  The  style  followed  is  semiforeign.  Chincsa 
contractors  are  imitating  the  styles  of  building  characteristic  of 
Nanking  Koad  at  Shanghai. 

The  Wall  Chang  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.  has  rebuilt  the  offices 
of  its  smelting  ])lant  here  and  is  rebuilding  other  parts  of  the  smelter. 
It  is  substituting  red  brick  houses  of  foreign  stvle  for  the  low,  badly 
lighted  houses  hithei'to  need. 

A  large  amount  of  work  was  done  during  the  year  toward  complet- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  city  wall.  This  Avork  was  interrupted  bv 
th(^  political  disturbances  of  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  The  bricks 
which  are  taken  from  the  facing  of  the  wall  are  being  sold;  much 
of  it  is  being  used  in  the  construction  of  a  military  hosi:>i7al. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  system  of  roadways  which  are  to  con- 
nect the  water  front  with  the  railway  connecting  the  citv  with  Wu- 
chang and  Hankow.  The  railway  station  is  to  be  built  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  city,  and  it  will  be  connected  Avith  the  bund  bv 
the  roadway  between  the  Miinan  Yale  IIo  i)ital  and  the  Yale  Mission 
Collcgo.  1  he.se  new  roads  will  be  joined  witli  tbe  militarv  road  which 
IS  under  construction  l)etween  Clnmgslia  and  Siangtan  to  the  south. 

Jn  all  of  this  construction  work  very  little  foreign  machinery  is 
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nse<l.  ns  liibor  is  clieap.  A  steam  roller  was  Inoujiht  iii)  foi-  use  on 
the  new  roads  now  beln«r  constructed.  Small  dnmp  (ars  uroi  also 
!>ein^-  used  in  the  caso  oi"  the  roadways  near  the  railway  station. 
Lar<rer  amounts  of  foreipi  honseliold  hardware  are  heiiijjc  imported. 
American  bnildinji  hardware  occnpies  an  increasinir  amount  of  space 
in  the  windows  and  show  case.s  of  the  hardware  dealers,  and  it  is 
beini;  nsed  more  by  builders.  However,  much  buihlini.'  hardware, 
especially  brassware.  is  being  made  locally. 
Eailway  Development. 

"Work  profzresscd  rapidly  on  the  section  of  the  C-anton-ITankow 
Eailway  between  Chanjjshii  and  Wuchanjr  durinjij  the  early  part  of 
the  year.  The  road  was  completed  between  Yochow  and  A^'uchang, 
and'through  traffic  commenced.  (Ireat  difficulty  was  experienced  on  a 
small  section  of  the  line  just  outside  of  Yochow  where  unstable  founda- 
tions for  the  road  bed  were  experienced.  As  a  result  it  was  impos- 
sible to  connect  Yochow  with  Changsha  by  rail,  although  construc- 
tion trains  ran  between  Changslia  and  a  point  not  far  from  Yochow. 
Military  operations  in  the  fall  of  the  year  resulted  in  a  cessation  of 
all  work  on  the  line,  and  it  is  difficult  to  tell  when  the  road  will  be 
finally  completed. 

There  has  been  no  development  in  other  directions  so  far  as  rail- 
way work  is  concerned.  Sur\eys  were  made  of  the  proposed  route 
for  a  railway  bet\veen  Chuchow"  on  the  Siang  River,  about  30  mdes 
south  of  Cliangsha  and  Paoking,  a  prosperous  business  center  of 
the  Province.  It  was  announced  in  the  spring  of  1917  that  it  was 
definitely  decided  to  construct  the  road  from  Chuchow  to  Paoking, 
and  it  was  understood  that  a  contract  had  been  signed  for  its  con- 
struction. Talk  of  difficulties  was  heard  before  the  end  of  summer, 
and  it  was  finally  stated  that  the  project  had  been  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 
Japanese  Bank  Opened  at  Changslia. 

On  Iklay  1,  a  brunch  office  was  opened  at  Changsha  by  the  China- 
Japan  Bank  (Ltd.),  a  Japanese  banking  institution  reported  to  be 
capitalized  jointly  by  Chinese  and  Japanese  funds  and  backed  by  the 
Japanese  Bank  o*f  Taiwan.  It  was  announced  that  agencies  had  also 
been  established  at  Amoy,  Canton,  Foochow,  Hankow".  Kiukmng, 
Shanghai,  Swatow,  Singapore,  Surabaya,  Ix)ndon,  Kobe,  Nagasaki, 
Osaka,  'J^okvo,  and  Yokohama.  There  was  some  opposition  to  the 
Changsha  branch  when  it  was  first  opened  but  this  seems  to  have 
died  away,  and  it  is  reported  (hat  the  bank  has  been  doing  a  vei-y 
thriving  business.  It  is  the  first  and  only  foreign  bank  to  be  located 
at  Changsha  and  is  the  only  one  oifering  to  sell  foreign  exchange. 

The  Chinese  would  welcome  the  establishment  of  an  American 
bank  at  this  place,  especially  one  authorized  to  issue  its  own  notes, 
as  they  believe  it  would  help  materially  toward  stabilizing  the  local 
currency.  Such  a  bank  should  soon  have  a  thriving  business  of  re- 
mittance's and  deposits.  The  Chinese  claim  that  there  is  plenty  of 
money  at  Changsha  but  that  it  is  being  hoarded  on  account  of  the 
disturbed  local  conditions.  Foreign  business  men  would  also  \vel- 
comc  the  establishment  of  an  American  bank  having  facilities  for 
handling  remittances  and  foreign  exchan<^c.  It  would  be  advan- 
tageous for  an  American  banking  institution  to  investigate  condi- 
tions in  this  city  with  a  A^ew  to  locating  a  branch  here. 
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large  Production  of  Antimony  in  Hunan  Province. 

Antimony  has  roniainod  lhron<rhont  the  year  the  most  prominent 
metal  product  of  the  Province.  About  G'i  per  cent  of  the  total  import 
of  antimony  into  tlie  United  States  in  11)16  was  from  China,  and 
Hunan  I'roVincc  produces  about  95  per  cent  of  the  total  output  ol| 
China.  The  remaining  5  per  cent  cominn;  from  the  Provinces  of 
Kwanghing,  Kwangsi,  Yunnan,  and  Kweichow.  The  Hunan  ores 
are  the  purest.  The}^  are  reputed  practically  free  from  arsenic,  car- 
rying from  20  to  04  per  cent  autimonj'.  There  is  an  etlort  being  made 
to  concentrate  tlie  smelting  of  antimony  ores  in  China  near  the  place 
of  production,  and  it  is  beHeved  that  with  proper  organization  this  ; 
country  will  be  able  to  maintain  the  position  it  has  secured  as  the 
world's  foremost  producer  of  this  metal. 

The  price  of  antimony  reached  its  maximum  in   the  montli  of 
March,  1016.    The  past  three  yoiws  have  demonstrated  that  antimony 
is  preeminently  a  war  metal ;  oAving  to  the  large  demand,  liigh  prices 
prevailed  during  the  latter  part  of  1915  and  the  tirst  tlirce  months 
of  191G.    After  tliat  time  the  cti'ects  of  the  enormously  increased  pro- 
duction of  the  metal  began  to  be  felt,  and  the  market  declined 
rapidly  until  in  August,  1916,  the  price  had  almost  reached  its  pre-  , 
war  level.    Shipments  of  antimony  ore  from  Bolivia  and  other  conn- ' 
tries  fell  off  rapidly,  and  in  China  the  production  was  curtailed  '■ 
greatly.     Conditions  became  somewhat  better  toward  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  prices  did  not  return  to  the  previous  high  figures.  i 

Tungsten  and  Manganese  Deposits. 

In  1916  a  trial  shipment  of  20  long  tons  of  tungsten  ore  or  j 
wolframite,  valued  at  $22,892,  was  sent  to  the  United  States  from  ; 
Changsha.    Shipments  during  1917  amounted  to  182  long  tons,  valued  i 
at  $150,823.    Deposits  of  this  ore  occnr  in  the  southern  part  of  the  J 
Province  not  far  from  the  provincial  boundary.    The  metal  appears  \ 
to  occur  in  veins  and  outcrops  among  the  hills  in  this  district.    The 
crumbled  ore  is  found  in  the  detritus  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  and  in  [ 
the  gravels  of  the  streams.     By  reason  of  the  high  specific  gravity  i 
of  the  ore,  it  is  easily  separated  from  the  soil  and  gravel  by  a  wash-  i 
ing  process  known  to  the  country  people,  who  find  it  very  easy  to 
collect  the  ore  and  peddle  it  to  dealers  in  near-by  towns.    A  nimiber  , 
of  Chinese  companies  have  endeavoi-ed  to  secure  exclusive  rights  to 
the  extraction  of  this  ore  in  southern  Hunan.    On  account  of  the  high  ; 
price  commanded  by  tungsten  during  1917  there  was  a  great  elTort ; 
made  by  the  Chinese  to  secure  su])plies  for  shipment,  but  develop-  j 
mcnt  of  the  deposits  was  greatly  hindered  by  the  distance  from  transr  , 
l^ortalion  facilities,  by  disturbed  conditions  in  the  district  in  which 
the  mines  were  located,  and  by  the  active  opposition  on  the  part  of 
the  registered  Chinese  firms  claiming  monopoly  rights  to  develop  the 
mines  in  question  as  against  comi)etitors. 

It  was  repoi'ted  that  during  the  year  a  company  was  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  (lie  nuinganese  deposits  of  the  Province. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  develoi)ment  of  antimony  and  tungsten,  the 
Chinese,  who  are  obtaining  control  of  (he  deposits,  are  endeavoring  to 
mono])olize  the  business.  This  is  doubtless  a  very  natui-al  ]H)licy  for 
them  to  follow,  considering  (he  difficulties  which  attend  the  opening  . 
up  of  new  metal  deposits  in  Hunan.  ' 
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Foreign  Trade  Through  Maritime  Customs — Movement  of  Treasure. 

The  ^ross  value  of  llu-  trade  of  llie  port  of  Chan<^sha  for  1017 
ainountpci  to  27,596,811  haikwan  taels,  coM»[)arc(l  with  28,7(>(>,1)22  taels 
for  1010,  a  decrease  of  1,170,111  taels.  Expressed  in  gold  the  trade  of 
Chantijsha  for  1017  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  the 
fi^Tures  beini?  $28,148.74(i  for  1017  and  $2H,S27,()41  foj-  lOlG.  This 
feature  of  the  situation  is  due  to  the  rise  in  the  value  of  silver.  The 
averafro  value  of  the  haikwan  tael  was  $0.8288  United  States  cur- 
rency for  1016  and  $1.02  for  1017,  an  increast^!  of  more  than  23  per 
cent.  The  net  value  of  foreijjn  imports  from  all  sources  for  1017 
amounted  to  $0,427,252,  an  increase  of  $1,184J262  over  the  value  for 
101(5.  Goods  to  the  value  of  $1,884,164  were  broufrht  in  directly  from 
foieic;!!  coinitries,  representing  an  increase  of  $420.0o6  in  the  value  of 
direct  imports.  There  is  no  way  at  the  present  time  of' estimating 
how  much  of  this  direct  import  is  derived  from  American  sources, 
but  it  is  known  that  American  glass,  novelties,  building  hardware, 
imd  machinery  are  being  imported  in  increasing  (luantities. 

A  summary  of  the  imports  and  exports  passing  through  the  custom- 
house at  Changsha  during  the  two  years  is  given  below : 


ImpoiiB  and  exports. 

1916 

1917 

Imports  and  exports. 

1916 

1917 

finporls  of  foreign  goods: 
From  foreign  countries 

and  Hongkong 

From  Chinese  ports... 

S9.5.5, 128 
7,376,305 

$1,384,  IM 
8,115,064 

Exports  of  C^jBose  prod- 
ucts of  local  origin: 
To    foreign    coiintrios 

and  HongVong 

To  Chinc!>e  ports 

Total  exports  of  local 

$1,787 
15,053.311 

$1,89.') 
15,542,010 

8,331,433 
88,443 

9,499,228 
71,976 

Total  foreign  import-*. 
Reexports  of  foroif^n  goods 
to  Chinese  ports  (Han- 
kow and  Shanghai) 

13,055,093 

15, 543, 90* 

Gross  value  of  the  trade  of 

23,827,641 
23,735,951 

Net  total  foreign  im- 
Dorts 

8,242,990 

9,427,252 

2S,148,74« 

Net  value  of  the  trade  of 

28,043,072 

Imports   of  Chinese  pro- 
ducts  

2,441,110 
3,247 

3,105,613 
34,693 

Rec.xport.s  of  Chmesc  prod- 
ucts to  Chinese  ports 

Net    total    Chinese 

2,437,863 

3,070,915 

During  the  year  treasure  was  imported  into  Changsha  in  the  shape 
of  silver  bars  and  sycee  to  the  value  of  $222,564  and  silver  coins 
to  the  value  of  $038,460,  a  total  of  $1,161, 033.^  Exports  consisted  of 
silver  bai's  and  sycee,  $252,623;  silver  coin,  $1,688,821;  antl  copper 
coins,  $27,201;  a  total  of  $1,068,645.  This  leaves  a  balance  of 
$807,612  against  Changsha, 
Leading  Articles  Imported. 

The  following  talile  gives  the  leading  articles  imported  into 
Changsha  through  the  maritime  customs  during  the  yeare  1016  and 
1017: 


Articles 

1916 

1',I17 

Quantity. 

Value, 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bap* 

RptelTiMH 

V     '          '       "TrV 

pieoes.. 

pounds.. 

313,960 

4SS.800 

116,267 

34,225 

54,50«5 

7,288 

$27,810 
13,935 
22,101 
15,709 

103,461 
9,516 

45S,  .550 

780, 267 

91,533 

24,478 

60,465 

7,C<I3 

$80,000 
28,092 
25.117 

i  n.<  K  .  .■ii'i  wiitclies 

....gross.. 

thousands.. 

6, 122 

25'.),  353 

12,720 

l>ycs,  aiiiiiii" ' .   . 

30, 772 

Kterl ri!  ;-,I  materials  and  ftl t ings 

33,089 

04,833 
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Artii-los. 


Olass,  wi nilow boxes . 

Lamps  an  J  lanipwaro 

Machinery 

Mat  :'hos,  Japanese gxoss . 

lfota:s  and  manufactures! 

Copper  in^'ils  ami  slabs pounds. 

Nail  reds  and  bars do. . . 

Nails,  wire  and  rivets do.. . 

In  n  sheets  aU't  p!ales do. . . 

Iron,  slieets,  R.ilvaiiized do. . . 

Lead,  pigs  and  bars do. . . 

Tin  slabs do... 

Needles thousands . 

Oils: 

KnRine gallons . 

Kerosene— 

American do. .. 

llornoo do... 

Sumatra do. . . 

Pepper: 

nia».'k pounds . 

While do. . . 

Piece  fjnrds: 

Shirliugs,  gray,  p'ain— 

Aincrlcau pieres 

Eng  isli do. . 

Japanese do. . 

Shirtings,  white,  plain do.. 

Sheet  inns,  gray,  plain— 

'  Ameri:an do.. 

Kng  ish do. . 

Canvas  and  duclc,  cotton.: yards 

Drills— 

A  m-^ri  ^an j  ie;  es 

Kn^  ish..." do.. 

Japaness do . . 

Jeans- 
Dutch  do.. 

Kn'rlish do.. 

Japanese do. . 

T  elotlis do. . 

I'rints— Chintzes,  plain,  and  shirtings do. . 

Co! Inn  italiliis— 

Colored do. . 

Ficriued do.. 

Plain,  fast  black do.. 

Colton  Venetians — 

Colored do. . 

1-  i^'ored do. . 

Plain.  fa'<t  black do. . 

Cotton  1  »stin!7s,  plain — 

i-ast  black do. . 

Ii:i:red do.. 

Dyed  shirtin^JTs  and  sheetings,  plain do. . 

Dyed  cainbriey.  lawnt.  and  muslins do.. 

Turkey-red  cambrics  and  shirtin.'rs do. . 

I'otton  f^p;inish  stripes do. . 

CotioTi  flannels do  . 

\oh  els  and  velveteens yards 

Cotton  lilankels pe;  cs 

HundUercliiofs do/'oti 

Towels do. . 

Cotton  varnK — 

Indian pounds 

Japanese do. . 

Cotton  tliread,  !•;  balls..-. do. . 

Woolen  and  cotton  mixtures— union  and  jondo 

flo'  hs yards 

Woolen  goods — 

C  imleis,  J'ln'ilis'i jiier  es 

Cloth, broad, medium, habit, and  Russian  \ari!s 

F:ir.d  »l  wood pourds 

f-e  iveod do . . 

f^oda (Jo. . 

Sugar: 

l>f»^n flo.. 

^Miitc ,[0 

1>'':"-I do.. 

<'i'i'ly do.. 

Tuni  ei :  .<oft\voo:l square  .'ect 

I  mbreUus number 

All  o\her  articles 


Tot^l (5,202,6fi3 


Qiian'ity.        Value 


6,160 


36, 700 

i,nio,ooo 

420,  too 
60.'),  S(;7 
227.f.n0 
10.1,809 
308,r,G7 
:?,.333 
50,611 

124,921 

1,. 520.226 
9SS, 720 
614,880 

39.5, 200 


16,  .580 

147,9.54 

3.67.5 

283, 938 

18,860 

S).  COl 

144,575 

1,230 
1 ,  690 

14; 420 


16,  ,S00 

7,134 

28,  S;51 

18,988 

829 

6,31S 

3, 0S2 
4,2.5! 
11,274 
6,121 
19,01.5 
536 
12,087 
2^)4,  710 
30,  H.5!i 
37, 86') 
25, 257 

248, P33 

7, 5i7.  73.3 

13,200 

26, 168 

184 

4,7X0 

800, 133 

4,470,r.33 

2, 75'J,  607 

2.724,400 

l,.S0li,4iV) 

7, 15'',  >V.7 

92:^  733 

i:!3.  111!  ' 

161.421  [ 


$40,810 

30,10.5 

195, 835 

9,007 

313.125 
M..s:!8 
31,311 
8,6,37 
7.644 
25, 556 
1 ,  006 
25,320 

62,1.58 

202.617 
122,844 
79,302 

59, 193 


Qiif.ntlty.      Value 


7,947 


38, 529 
372, 752 

10.201 
C35,e3S 

45,672 
32,922 
24,161 

4.234 
6.  2<)9 

38,8-)l 


208,4.s5 
221, 739 


66,, 352 
22,011 
120, 6s2 

120,947 
5,  SI  6 
3S,  35U 

10, S75 
10, S42 
2<',Os7 
20,3-5 
42,71.5 
2,2-.U 
33! 115 
61,713 
25:.v51 
10, 7>.0 
56,057 

.36, 990 

I,ls2,,3.t9 

7,115 

16,366 

.3,375 

6,. 5.51 
iC. 570 
6'i,r^l 
68,440 

77..'«)4 

70,  l->0 

^0:t,312 

S,  o2J 
75. 732 
11,94.S 


13, 550 

5(8,400 

365.333 

399,733 

68,267 

89,067 

393,333 

15;  .33-' 

48, 034 

68, 428 

5, 248,  ,500 

9.55,000 

1,421,110 

369,733 
75,333 


13.880 
1.30,6.57 

23,  f:86 
229,047 

8,780 

4,810 

30,032 

2,790 
2,322 

14,984 

640 
41,2.53 
63,ol0 

11,971 

14,606 
3,310 
17, 106 

23,370 

811 

2,504 

3, 8  to 

8,075 

779 

6.563 

16. 620 

647 

10.2S9 

15-, 296 

7,145 

34.310 

2.5,242 

92,400 

3,e4f;,.soo 

14,000 

9,159 

203 

677 

1,2<;3,600 

4,014,267 

1,261.467 

1,644,667 

32-',  733 

ll,0i'.7,:«{ 

1.076, "33 
539, HSl 
1^2,678 


$66, 468 

19,771 

47,634 

5,040 

172,204 
17,6.59 
24,379 

4,405 
10,212 
33,792 

7,050 
44,781 

19,966 

1,112,216 
146,115 
217,430 

57, 702 
17,110 


.39, 29S 

439, 167 

88,975 

1,002,278 

26, 869 
20,998 
7,210 

12,090 
16,229 
58,713 

3,.«65 
143,  .5SU 
221.82.1 

2,3>v;J 
36, 817 

76, 834 
15,092 
96, 13'J 

1.56, 388 

7,115 

21,377 

19,810 
40, 276 

3,4(^J 
30, 967 
48, 568 

3,874 
41.740 
53.2S9 

8,011 
12, 889 
16,096 

20,050 

764,690 

9,413 

7,175 

7,2.^3 
1,3-10 

84.63t 
75,  M2 
29, 30 J 

51.963 
15,  ,334 

801,780 
84,605 
23,670 

ll.\7.5S 
4,846 

7,403..'52S 
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Increases  Recorded— Imports  of  Chinese  Manufactures. 

The  increase  in  iini)orts  of  cigiircttcs  wns  duo  to  tho  ii\creased 
nunibc'i'  of  troops  brought  into  the  Province. 

Lnr-'cr  quantities  of  lead  and  tin  were  imported  tor  use  in  the 
manut^icture  of  pewter  goods  at  Chun<jsha.  It  is  interestm"?  to  note 
that  tin  is  found  both  as  an  import  and  as  an  export.  It  is  behoved 
by  many  that  the  tin  deposits  located  in  the  mountains  of  southern 
Hunan  are  the  most  promisino-  ni'meral  deposits  in  the  Province  froin 
the  point  of  view  of  future  devek)pment.  They  are  somewhat  dilH-. 
cult  of  access;  but  the  future  should  brino:  develoinnent  with  in- 
creased capital  and  improved  transportation  facilities. 

Increased  imports  of  American  and  Sumatra  kerosene  wtue  re- 
corded. This  means  renewal  of  stock  rather  than  increased  sales; 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  sales  of  stocks  of  all  kinds  were  much  curtailed 
during  the  g-reater  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  military  operations. 

Imports  of  Japanese  plain  gray  shirtings  showed  a  great  increase. 
Electrical  fittings  and  fixtures  were  imported  in  greater  quantity, 
owins  to  the  establishment  of  a  second  electric  lighting  plant  at 
Changsha.  Electric  light  equipment  has  gone  also  to  Hengchow  and 
to  Cliangteh.  Aniline  dyes  a})peare<l  again  in  the  imjwrt  returns. 
Increased  imports  of  refined  and  ro^k  sugar  arc  recorded ;  the  rock 
sugar  is  used  in  sweetening  Avincs  and  in  preserving  fruit.  Foreign 
nnibrellas  were  popular.  Japanese  umbrellas  commanded  the  market, 
doubtless  because  of  their  cheapness. 

The  principal  articles  of  Chinese  manufacture  (not  including 
reexports)  im]iorted  into  Changsha  during  lOlG  and  1917  are  shown 
in  the  table  belov/ : 


Articles. 


Cemont pounds 

Cott<-n  gonds: 

ShirLings P'P"'^^ 

She"tinKS °o. . 

CInilis,  uativi),  fansy ""-  • 

Yarn  pounds 

Flour"  ..'.'.'.'.'.!!'.'.".". <J"- 

Leather <lo 

Paper,  mill <•" -■ 

Sugar: 

Brown <J0 


1916 


Quantity.      Vahie.      Quantity.      Value 


Tobacco,  prepared do. 


Total. 


4,348.000 

1f.,1.'>4 

r>7.731 

2!;o;?<) 

l,r)91.So7 

2.J97;riOO 

:',79,333 

•21,4(57 

26, 207 
352,  G3:J 
241,407 


1917 


ri.sos 

55,878 
2l8..'i:U 

39, 170 
268,974 

76,179 

108, 587 

1,271 

738 
18,315 
124,935 


9S3. 880 


3,108,533 

3.991 
60,446 
19,915 
3,611,000 
1,650,933 
191.600 
95,733 

19,333 
281,533 
170,667 


\ 


822,946 

14,818 
22^1, 4?4 

Ssi"!  082 

47.991 

135,760 

0,774 

808 
15,783 
120,871 


1,523,495 


Export  Trade  of  Changsha. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  articles  (not  including  re- 
export?)  exported  from  Changsha  through  the  Maritime  Customs 
during  11)10  and  1917: 


1916 

1917 

.Vrlicl.' 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Qimntity. 

Value. 

poiuids.. 

863,067 
281,733 
813,200 
207,867 

SCO, 320 
51,957 
14,457 
53,921 

278,933 
203,333 
666,133 
177,007 

$42,448 
47,000 

do 

do.... 

15,057 

HriMlw 

do.... 

73,987 
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Artkbs. 


Cereals: 

Kiro  and  paddy do. .. 

\\  heat do... 

Toal,  I'inghsiang ions. 

Coke do... 

Feathers,  du'.-k,  fowl,  etc pounds. 

Fibers: 

Coir - do... 

Hemp do. . . 

Fireworks do. .. 

Grass  rlotli do. . . 

llnir,  human do... 

Hides,  bulTaloand  cow do... 

Modi:  ines 

Metals: 

Antimony— 

1  Hesuhis  and  crude pounds. 

Ore do... 

I-cad  ore do. . . 

Till  slabs do... 

Zinc  ore &.)... 

Oils do. . . 

I'aper: 

First  quality .do... 

Second  quality do. . . 

Potash do . . . 

?eed,  lilv  flower do... 

Tea,  bl;»flk do . . . 

TobatHO,  leaf  and  stalk do... 

Umbrellas  paper pieces . 

All  Other  artiiles 


Total. 


1015 


Quantity.        Value, 


21,801,133 


2(iS,(i20 

203,072 

59,  »C7 

:53S,2i''.7 

l,',.M,'<ii7 

7,)7I,  IC7 

2li;,.y5J 

lLN,i;ii7 

1,27J,(00 


42,093,7^3 

(02,  .5  53 

17,t;o.'>.  i07 

121,200 

1,383.200 

99,400 

74,933 

2,357,0..7 

9,333 

50.5, 407 

2r,,  200 

38,400 

21,000 


$340,033 


Quantity. 


I,:i43,8a5 

1,217,00.1 

4,. 5 10 

1<!,303 
200,070 
,')99,*i7.i 
170, 79S 

32,97i 
187,iT>4 

34,W)J 


7,316,371 

42,H31 

368, S93 

25,331 

2, 535 

7, 085 

14,142  i 

110,5oS 

2()2 

47,2SS 

■5,701 

3,901 

2,215 

17,592 


Co,  .589, 407 

1,0.59,057 

307,919 

270, '-.07 

41,  COO 

275, 467 
-  :'.m,  133 
7,810,  :oo 
439,333 
151,733 
043,7.33 


Value. 


72,274,000 

201, 1. IM) 

31, 07.'.,  467 

99, 733 

14.. 533 

9,199 

20,«00 
2,89.5,200 

29,007 
444,  i:W 
2(0,  (Km 

35, 733 

10,054 


51,354,7.52 

27,002 

1,727,426 

2,427,010 

4,391 

4,762 
20,110 
1,321,471 
499,395 
44,933 
148,711 
29, 198 


5,511,519  I 
9,394 
799,  .502  , 
58,671 
121  ' 
1,013  , 
I 
2,695 
170,300  , 

1,690     : 

295,2,8.5  i 

104,2.53  i 

2,992 

1,552  , 

8.58  ; 


Declared  Exports  to  the  Tlnited  States. 

As  the  declared  exports  of  local  origin  shipped  to  the  United  States 
arc  not  sent  directly  to  that  country,  thev  do  not  appear  in  the 
returns  under  the  heading  of  exports  direct  to  foreign  countries,  but 
are  included  in  exports  to  Chinese  ports.  xVs  heretofore,  antimony 
continues  to  cccupv  the  most  prcminent  place  amonir  shipments  to 
the  United  States,"'  althougli  the  value  was  only  $082,359  in  1017., 
compared  ■with  $-2,S()l,ll)U  in  the  previous  year.  Tungsten  ore  exports 
-were  second  in  importance,  having  increased  from  a  value  of  $-22,S92 
in  1916  to  $150,823  in  1917.  Exports  of  crude  antimony  totaled 
$120,205  in  value  and  those  of  pig  tin,  $11,321. 

There  was   an  export   of  curios   and   old   embroideries   amount- 
ing to  $1,108.     A  large  shipment  of  locally  grown  tea,  valued  at' 
$28,030,  Avas  made  direct  to  the  United  Slates;  but  it  is  understood 
that  the  shippers  had  dilHculties  with  the  shipment,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  badly  packed  and  did  not  stand  the  long  voyage. 

Business  was  very  much  afYected  by  the  increased  depreciation  of 
the  provincial  currency  and  by  the  facts  that  the  demand  for  Hunan's 
principal  metal  product,  antimoiiy,  fell  off  considerably  toward  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  first  cause  continued  to  counteract  any  fav- 
oj-able  tendency  toward  increased  purchases  of  foreign  goods  as  it 
increased  the  prices  of  foreign  products  in  the  exchange  medium  of 
tlie  common  people.  Until  steps  are  taken  to  stabilize  the  value  of 
(he  jn-ovincial  currency,  foreign  mercharits  Avill  find  it  an  ob.'^tacle 
to  increased  sales  of  their  products  in  this  district. 

Activity  of  Japanese  Merchants  in  Changsha  District. 

Iliman  continues  to  be  an  intei-ior  market.  d!a\\iiig  its  supi)]ies 
from  the  larger  import  centers  of  Hankow  and  Shanghai.    "With  the 


8 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


establishment  at  Changsha  of  banks  capable  of  dealing  in  foreign 
exchange  and  ^vith  the  placing  of  representatives  of  foreign  firms  in 
Cliang.^ia.  much  can  be  done  toward  increasing  the  sale  of  foreign 
prodiicts  in  the  l*rovince.  The  tliriving  busine>;s  which  was  done 
before  the  wai'  by  Cicrman  merchants  has  practically  all  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  American,  British,  and  Japanese  merchants.  Japanese 
merchants  have  been  especially  active  in  this  market  since  the  xfiiv. 
They  have  opened  a  number  of  retail  shops  for  dispensing  Japanese- 
made  products  and  novelties,  and  they  constantly  carry  on  an  actir* 
and  very  intelligent  advertising  campaign.  Japanese  insurance  com- 
panies also  api^ear  to  be  doing  an  increasing  amount  of  business  in 
this  district.  The  local  Japanese  bank  is  doing  a  thriving  business 
and  is  rendering  assistance  to  Japanese  merchants  who  are  making 
a  bid  for  the  local  trade  in  piece  goods  and  other  necessities. 
Import  Trade  of  Yochow. 

The  treaty  port  of  Yochow  is  the  port  of  entry  and  dei^arture  for 
goods  consigned  to  or  coming  from  northwestern  Hunan  and  Kwei- 
chow  Province.  The  reserve  stores  of  Pinghsiang  coal  and  coke  arc 
kept  at  Yochow,  which  accounts  for  the  appearance  of  these  two 
items  on  the  list  of  imports  of  that  place.  This  reserve  is  main- 
tained at  Yochow  in  order  to  ])rovidc  for  the  low-water  season, 
when  it  is  not  practicable  for  tows  to  ply  between  Chuchow,  the 
city  above  Changsha,  to  which  coal  and  coke  are  transported  from 
the  mines  by  rail,  and  Hanyang,  where  it  is  used  in. the  Hanyang 
Iron  Works. 

The  following  table  gives  tho  principal  articles  imported  througk 
the  Maritime  Customs  at  Yochow  for  the  years  1916  and  1917: 


Articles. 


rORElGK  COTTON  GOODS. 

Sheetings,  Rray,  plaiu pieces. 

Shinincs,  plain: 

While i^"--- 

Grav rt^--- 

Drills..: (|"--- 

Jeaiis <' o . . . 

Revcrsib'e  cretonnes , yards . 

Dyed  cottnns: 

Italians,  Tfipe,  and  sateens,  plain- 
Fast  bla?k pieces. 

Colored ,- <io... 

Venetians,  plain — 

Fast  back (io . . . 

Colored 'i"--- 

Reps  and  ribs,  figured do. .. 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and  muslins do... 

Turkey-red  coi  I  oils do... 

Velvets  and  velveteens,  22  inches yards. 

Cotton  yarn,  Japanese pounds. 


CHINESE  COTTON  GOODS. 

Sheetings,  gray,  Shanghai pieres. 

Dri  "Is ." do. . . 

Nankeens do . . . 

Cotton  yarn pounds. 

Shirtings,  gray,  Shanghai pi:'  -ps. 


CiC;ir<.li 


FOREIGN  SUNDlilES. 


.thcn.v'inds. 
do... 


191S 


1917 


Quantity. 


1,700 

80,310 
G1,7.5S 

4.r,?n 
20,180 

H.Zid 


18,767 
i,264 

9,391 
1,910 

s.ra.'i 

3.141 

4,734 

89,'J6n 

6,870,400 


l.OSO 
1,770 
6,  .'")34 
2,  l()l,33;l 
I.C.IO 


703 
H,t»l 


Value. 


54,700 

288. 7a''> 

104. P38 

13,714 

C0.PS8 

1.122 


78,380 
1S,66G 

.57,017 
11.272 
59.403 
C,  S7f) 
12.  S-':} 
18,778 
1,07:1,418 


2,910 

.'),17.'i 

57.0nl 

393,  .'■>37 

3.721 


1.076 
:s,,-)42 
2,559 


Quantity. 


1,880 

77,161 
60,770 
3.3R0 
21,390 


12,843 
330 

8,166 
l.PSO 
4,R'w 
2, 208 
3.1M 
51 , 530 
3,742,420 


1,000 

1,.361 

8,051 

4,1.22,800 


495 

2<j,817 


Value. 


$6,915 

;B8.081 

208.. '>6l 

13.. 173 

80,866 


71.810 
1.75S 

69,710 
9.  .'C..') 

17,652 
8.613 
7,731 

17,242 
784,731 


3,(M0 

5, 164 

21,181 

1,019,556 


3,,\31 

liJ9,413 

3,3M 
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Arliclcs. 


Quantity.        Value. 


1917 


Quantity.        Value 


Oil: 


FOREIGN  siTNUHiKS— continued. 


Kerrseno — 

A nio.riran Rallons. . 

Hornoo do 

Siinuilni do 

Soap,  bar pbunds. . 

Sugar: 

Refined do 

Candy do — 

Umbrellas,  cot  ton pie;es. . 

CnLN'ESE  SUXDRIES. 

Bof.ks,  printed . . . ; pounds. . 

Coal,  Finsii-=i:in5 - tons. . 

("oke,  I'ing  isi.ini,' do 

Flour,  IlanUow  mill pound.s.. 

All  other  arii;'Ioi 


2#:»..T17 
(•)?,. soo 
17,  l.^O 
59, 733 

,,')31,Sr,7 
H2,  207 
22,  C80 


43,600 

27,226 

1,S72 

409,8ii7 


fr,0. 1.-,3 
S,  124 

2. 2r)f) 

3,711 

Ml.So? 
4,600 
7,759 


17,567 
167,782 
11,421 
12. 579 
21,691 


1,109,270 

6.'J,4l)0 

257.390 

46, 267 

1,519,333 
92, 667 
29,183 


46, 133 


43,876 
80, 000 


Total. 


2,810,8ti3 


5351,074 
9, 709 
39,381 
3,499 

110,069 
7,281 
12,353 


21,3.83 


499,449 
2, 756 
16, 106 


3,908,121 


Chief  Articles  Exported  from  Yachow, 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  through 
the  Maritime  Customs  at  YocIioay  during  IDIG  and  191T  are  given 
in  the  foUoAvini;  table : 


Article.?. 


Metals  and  minerals 

.Aniimony— 

Ksgi'lus 

Crude 

Quicksilver 

Rice 

Cotton,  raw , 

Cinnabar 

l'"il)crs,  ramie 

Fireworks 

Hides: 

MulTalo 

Co.v 

Medicine- 

Nuli;,i!i-; , 

Oil,  V.  ood 

J^eed,  lily  (lower 

Kkiii-.  doe 

Tallow: 

Animal 

Vegetable 

Varnish 

AVa.x,  yellow 


Total. 


Pound:?. 


810, 
38.5, 
236, 

,811, 
195, 
21, 

,639. 
301, 

431. 
,311, 


812, 
,501, 
,276, 
a  18, 

56, 

737, 

32, 

14. 


Value. 


S326, 
65. 
20S, 
137, 
2^, 
9, 
165, 
17, 

73, 
319, 
5, 
84, 
317, 
76. 
4, 

3, 

50, 


Pounds 


2.35,200 

10.?,  067 

333,007 

4,2,56,667 

1,495,467 

69, 600 

5,397,333 

133 

528, 133 
] ,  222, 1.33 


1.012,000 

4,123,400 

1.4.57,067 

0  45,249 

18,5.33 

64,133 

291,3.33 

400 


Value. 


$2.5,415 

6,363 

362, 829 

73,593 

226,404 

37,777 

259,711 

9 

115,469 
368,176 

12, 193 
120. 2«8 
282,20^ 
186, 148 

15,520 

1,560 

3,326 

56,475 

is;? 


2,162,r.48 


a  I'iccc- 


HANKOW. 

Tly  Con.sul   General   Kdwin   S.   Ciinniiigrlinni. 

Hankow  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  China.  It  is  on  the  Yangtze 
Kiver,  GOO  miles  from  the  ocean,  and  three  days  are  recjuired  for  the 
i-e.-eipt  of  mail  here  after  it  reaches  Shanghai. 

Wuchang,  Hankow,  and  Hanyang,  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
Han  and  the  Yangtze  liivers,  form  one  of  the  mo.st  important  and 
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populous  ccntci-s  of  CWmva.  Tlioy  arc  almost  exactly  in  the  renter  of 
the  18  Provinces  of  the  Empire  and  have  a  joint  ])oimlation  of  more 
than  2,000.000.  This  group  of  cities  is  the  head  of  the  large  .steamer 
navigation  on  the  Yangtze,  and  the  tratle  of  all  the  surrounding 
Pro\-inces  naturally  flows  through  it.  AVuchang  is  the  historic  and 
political  center,  Hanyang  is  the  manufacturing  city,  and  Hankow 
the  commercial  f(u-us.  « 

From  a  modern  point  of  view  Hankow  is  the  second  city  of  China. 
As  the  south  terminus  of  the  Teking-Hiinkow  Railway  and  the  north 
terminus  for  the  Canton-Hankow  and  llankow-Ichang  lines,  this 
port  is  raijidly  growing  in  importance  and  size  and  may  well  he 
teraied  the  central  city  of  the  Empire.  It  is  the  treaty  port  and  ijlacc 
of  residence  of  the  foreigners.  Foreign  concessions  are  held  by 
Great  Britain.  France,  Russia.  Japan,  and.  until  HUT,  Germany. 
Exchange  and  Freight  Bates — Condition  of  Crops. 

The  trade  of  Hankow  has  been  handicapped  by  the  scarcity  of  bot- 
toms and  bv  high  exchange.  The  exchange  started  to  rise  toward  the 
end  of  1015.  continued  to  advance  during  lOlG,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  1017  the  Hankow  tael  was  normally  quoted  at  $0.8G  gold.  Dur- 
ing the  year  it  fluctuated  between  $0,805  and  $1.20  (the  highest  rate 
in'sO  ye'ai-s),  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  quoted  at  $1.05.  The 
fluctuation  in  exchange  was  ofien  sudden  and  di'-turoed  business  cal- 
culatiQns. 

Freight  rates  increased  steadily  throughout  the  year.  There  was 
a  scarcity  of  bottoms,  but  shippers  did  not  consider  this  scarcity 
sufficient  justification  for  the  rapid  increase  in  the  freight  rates  on 
general  carao  between  Shanghai  and  the  Pacific  coast.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  1017  general  cargo  could  bo  booked  for  $15  gold  per 
ton;  at  the  end  of  January  this  was  increased  to  $18.75;  in  March, 
$25;  in  April,  $30;  in  May,  $40;  and  during  the  renrainder  of  the 
year  the  rate  fluctuated  between  $45  and  $60  per  ton. 

In  most  of  the  districts  all  (icld  crops  except  tea  were  above  the 
average  when  not  affected  by  drought;  the  prices  obtained  were 
much  ^higher  tlian  for  nniny  years.  Droughts  seriously  delayed  and 
affected  the  crops  in  the  Avestern  part  of  Houan,  the  northwestern 
part  of  Hupeh.  and  the  southern  iK)riion  of  Shensi  Provinc<^.  Kains 
came  later  than  usual,  but  the  croi>s  were  better  th:ii»  the  forecast 

indicated.  . 

The  cost  of  living  has  advanced  by  15  to  20  per  cent  when  reclf- 
oned  in  Chinese  currency;  this  makes  the  advan<-.-   fv,>.u  •_>5  to  .50 
per  cent  during  the  past  two  yeare. 
Eiver  Trade  Suspended — Industrial  Activities. 

Until  November,  1917,  the  internal  means  of  comnuinication  were 
open  to  trade,  and  unusually  large  quantities  of  the  usual  native 
products  arrived.  There  was'a  gTcat  demand  for  most  of  the  articles, 
notwithstanding  high  exchange'  and  excessive  over-sea  freight  rutos. 
Substantial  increases  were  UKide  in  the  export  of  cow  iind  buffalo 
hides,  goatskins,  bristles,  beans,  cotton,  egg  products,  and  China  grass ; 
in  most  other  articles  there  were  no  increases,  and  in  soine  actual  dc- 
crea.ses.  Toward  the  close  of  the  year,  in  consequence  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence  of  the  South,  trade  was  completely  suspended 
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on  (he  Yaniitzo  above  Hankow.  The  independence  of  Li  Tien  Taai 
put  a  stop  to  trade  upon  the  Ilan  Kiver  also.  With  these  two  preat 
feeders  eh)sed,  trade  to  the  west  was  at  a  standstill  during  November 
and  December. 

(ireat  iiulustrial  activity  was  witnessed  in  certain  lines.  There  were 
improvements  in  the  engineering  and  iron  works  and  in  egg-products 
plants,  and  considerable  mineral  prospecting  Avas  carried  on.  The  new 
telephone  system  connecting  the  "Wuhan  cities,  Avhich  Avas  taken  over 
in  1915  by  the  Chinese,  was  completed  in  IMay,  1917,  There  have 
been  rather  extensive  building  i)rograms  carried  out  in  the  foreign 
concessions  and  in  the  Chinese  city.  A  few  foreign  firms  opened  up 
branches  here.  The  business  of  the  belligerent  nationalities,  with  the 
exception  of  the  United  States  and  Japan,  continued  small. 

Important  buildings  completed  or  begun  during  1917  include  sev- 
eral large  office  buildings,  the  neAv  telephone  building,  the  new 
Chinese  post  office;  18  residences  and  several  business  houses  in  the 
Russian  concession,  all  of  brick;  and  a  large  number  of  substantial 
Chinese  buildings  of  brick  and  concrete  on  Sin  Sen  Road.  The  war 
has  not  interfered  with,  but  rather  accelerated,  the  building  plans. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  China  Merchants'  Steam  Navi- 
gation Co.  connnenced  work  on  a  new  bund  in  front  of  their  offices, 
-The  completion  of  this  extensive  work  of  reclamation  Avill  be  a  great 
improvement  to  the  river  frontage  of  Hankow  and  an  inestimable 
convenience  to  merchants  and  passengers  making  use  of  this  line  of 
vessels.  The  bund  will  then  extend  from  the  north  side  of  the  Jap- 
anese concession  to  the  south  end  of  the  China  Merchants'  Steam 
Navigation  Co.'s  properly,  a  distance  of  nearly  3  miles. 

Progress  in  Railway  Construction. 

The  Canton-Hankow  Railway  as  far  as  Changsha  has  now  been 
placed  in  operation.  Lack  of  funds  and  difficulty  in  procuring  roll- 
ing stock  have  considerably  handicapped  the  procurement  of  equip- 
ment for  this  railway.  The  formation  work  from  Wuchang  to 
Changsha,  a  distance  of  2'2G  miles,  has  been  completed  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  3,000-foot  embankment  at  Nantsingkong,  All  the  bridge; 
wprk  has  been  finished  and  the  culverts  constructed.  The  stations  at 
some  places  were  completed  months  ago;  others  Avere  finished  only 
recently.  Trains  carrying  fourth-class  passengers  have  been  running 
to  Puclii  since  July,  1017,  and  Changsha  has  recently  been  connected. 
On  the  HankoAv-Szeclnvan  line,  the  so-called  German  section,  only 
formation  Avork  and  masonry  were  done  during  1917.  It  is  claimcvl 
that  the  high  prices  of  material  ])revented  the  ])urchase  of  rails  and 
other  equipment  necessary  for  th  ■  opening  of  this  line.  The  Ameri- 
can .section  of  this  raihvay  made  no  advance  during  the  calendar 
year,  and  it  sold  to  the  other  sections  of  the  same  system  considerable 
supjilies  that  Avere  on  hand.  Both  the  American  and  the  German 
sections  are  noAv  und-.^r  the  direction  of  one  engineer  in  chief.  Thesa 
raihvays  are  being  built  Avith  funds  received  from  the  Hukuang  loan. 

Gross  Trade  of  Treaty  Ports. 

The  .statistics  of  this  report  are  taken  from  the  Chinese  ^Taritime 
Customs  returns  and  do  not  include  the  native  customs.  The  rate  of 
exchange  used  in  the  conversion  from  haikwan  taels  in  $0.8283  for 
191G  and  $1.02  for  1917. 
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Tliv  f<)ll()win«;  tahlo  "[ivi's  (he  value  of  (lie  jrioss  trade,  exclusivo 
of  c<>ii\  ami  tiea.sure,  of  each  of  the  treaty  polls  of  the  district  for 
the  years  15)1(3  and  1!>17: 


Yo,us. 

Hankow. 

KKikioiiR. 

IclulllK. 

Sh:»si. 

1316              

S|o.5,969,a?7 
202,834,701 

$.r).70S.Ul 
4  J,  31)3,161 

$io,n(M,i6r. 

9,952,974 

«3, 644, 324 
4,552,112 

1917' 

These  figures  indi'  ate  a  substantial  gain  in  the  trade  of  each  port 
exce[)t  lehang,  but  the  increase  is  due  in  some  cases  to  the  different 
rates  of  exchange  used  in  the  conversion  of  the  h)i'al  cui-rency. 

Gross  and  Net  Trade  of  Hankow  and  Kiukiang. 

Notwithstanding  disturbing  eleiuenti;,  such  as  the  continuance  of 
war  in  P>urope  with  its  further  restrictions  on  shipping,  the  entrance 
of  America  into  the  conflict,  the  British  embargo  against  China  teas, 
the  late  summer  followed  by  excessive  autumn  i-ains,  and  the  grave 
political  londitions  in  the  country,  the  trade  of  the  port  for  1J)17 
must  be  regarded  as  good.  The  total  value  did  in.'t  reach  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  but  1!>1()  was  a  ro -ord  year,  the  net  value  of  the  trade 
being  iiearly  4,000,000  haikwan  tai  Is  greater  than  that  of  1915  and 
29,000,000  more  than  in  1914.  All  things  considered,  the  year  1917 
made  an  excellent  showing. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  slatement  of  the  gioss 
and  net  values  of  the  maritime  customs  trade  of  Hankow  and 
Kiukiaug,  the  most  important  treat}'  ports  in  this  district,  for  1916 
and  1917: 


Imports  and  exports. 

Hankow. 

Kiukiang. 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1917 

Imports  of  forc-ign  goods; 

From  foniijn  coantrios  and  Hongkong 

$29,7^4,473 
19,319,764 

«7, 490, 384 
23,846,786 

$2,017,418 
8,999,092 

$2  ISi)  .'iOl 

From  Chinese  ports 

11  214  969 

Total  foreign  imports 

49,084,237 

58  337  170 

n  niT  iin  1    it  tni  at> 

Reexports  of  foreign  coods: 

To  forei'<n  countries  and  Uongkoug 

5,S74 
8,359,054 

54, 732 
10,025,667 

• 

To  Chinese  ports 

508,589 

608,525 

Tol  al  foreign  reexports 

8,305,523 

10,030,399 

568,559 

008,526 

Net  total  foreign  imports 

40,718,709 
23,9S4,S7S 

48, 250. 771 
40,H41,775 

10.44S.521 
5,2S2,744 

12,794.948 
0,258,115 

Imports  of  Chinese  products 

Reexports  of  Chinese  products; 

To  foreign  countries 

2,012,070 
n,  777, 848 

2, 425, 151 
10, 184, 483 

To  Chinese  ports 

13,808 

14  882 

Total  Chinese  reexports 

13.790,51S 
16,194,360 

IS,  GO.),  634 
22.232,111 

13, 808 
5,268,930 

14  882 

Not  total  Chinese  imports 

0,243,233 

Ivxports  of  Chinese  products  of  local  origin: 

To  foreign  countries 

8,2=i2,097 
79,607,815 

10,597,981 
93,057,775 

1,127 
19, 407, 130 

1  484 

To  Chinese  ports 

23. 735!  089 

Total  e.xports  oflocal  origin 

87,8S9,912 
166. 959, 027 

ia}.H55.75ri 
202,  vj!,  701 
174,144,668 

19,40S,257 
3.'>,7tW,  111 
35, 125,  714 

23  7311  573 

Gross  value  oM he  trade  ol  the  port 

43  390  161 

Net  value  of  the  trade  ol  the  port 

144.802,981 

42, 774, 754 

Hankow's  importance  as  a  center  of  trade  becomes  more  apparent 
each  year;  this  is  evident  when  it  is  noted  that  20  |)er  cent  more 
foreign  imports  were  distributed  from  Hankow  in  1917  than  in  1916 
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and  35  ]ier  cont  moro  Clnnoso  products  colloctcd  for  i)ropa ration  for 
other  Chinoso  marlcots  and  for  ovei'soas.  Tliat  tliis  is  tlie  logical 
ccntoi-  for  tlio  ]iiirchas(>  of  i-aw  products  will  be  inci'casin^ly  exident 
as  ronipt'tilion  becomes  gretiter. 

Direct  Trade  by  Countries. 

The   followini:;  table  shows  the  coinj)ai'ati\e   valu(»  of  the   direct 
trade  of  Hankow  with  forei2;n  countries  in  lOlG  and  1017: 


Co  Vint  lies. 


Alls! mlia;  New  Zealand,  clr 

Uritish  India 

Canada 

Denmark 

Dutch  E;vst  Indies 

Fmnre 

iron','kon? 

Italy..... 

Jajiiui 

Netherlands 

Norway 

I'hi!ii>i  ine  Islands 

Russia: 

European 

Asiitic 

Sinc;,ipore,  Straits  Settlements,  etc. 

Sweden . . .-. 

United  Kin-jdom 

United  States  (including  Hawaii). . 
All  other  countries 


Total. 


Gross  imports  of  foreign    Exports  plus  reexports 
goods.  of  Chine.se  goods. 


3,S71,7(V: 

ns,221 

4,S.-51 

1,288,410 

:o  !,;«•? 

3,.'?l(>,2^0 

70,  f':J4 

13,7:n.6« 

S.S 
C,OM 


192,758 

117,199 

7.S,  2C« 

1,TO4,710 

4,7{is,S56 


29,704,473 


1916 


839,21.-. 

2,4(X),7rs 

1,735-,  911 

4,6:iO 

1,313,893 

6", 481 

5,040,718 

(),3ol 

18,.-)G8,-;0S 


$:W,  2S() 
(,U,2S9 


15i),002 
7,2.51 


3,107,019 


127 
3,85.") 


43,  (its 

.'>2, 294 

27,  .548 

1,181, 01 '> 

6,039,749 

C73 


1,035,745 
3,575,0:0 


1,. Ml,  245 
811, CO" 


37,4'JO,384     10,294,76 


1917 


$289 
15, 66S 


3, 4,j-l,  177 


229,306 
7,0C0,661 


942,311 
1,2£0,662 


13,02.3,132 


Import  Trade  Principally  with  Japan. 

Some  nations  formerly  prominent  in  the  commerce  of  Central 
China  have  disappeared  from  the  list  of  direct  traders  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  world  Avar.  AVhen  compariniv  the  im])ort  trade  of 
1017  with  lOlG  reductions  are  found  in  purchases  from  British  India, 
France.  Italy.  Norway,  Asiatic  Riussia.  the  United  Kinodom.  Sweden, 
Sinirai^ore,  and  Denmark.  Japan  continues  to  hold,  the  ])remier 
position  in  the  din^'t  import  trade.  In  lOlG  Japan  sold  to  Iltinkow 
4G  per  cent  of  the  total  direct  imports  of  foreign  fjoods.  and  this  was 
increased  durini;;  1017  to  40.5  per  cent.  Japan's  pixi.ximit}^  to  China' 
places  it  in  the  most  favorable  position,  but  its  ability  to  maintain 
adequate  lines  of  steamships  to  and  from  this  port  is  of  vastly  more 
importance  than  aeo2:ra]diical  position,  as*  it  enables  Japan  to  deliver 
sales  promptly.  The  existence  of  such  lines  insures  a  larjuer  percent- 
afje  of  both  imports  and  exports  being  included  in  (he  direct  trade 
than  is  possible  for  any  other  country.  An  increased  number  of 
Japanese  firms  have  established  branches  in  Hankow  as  representa- 
tives of  various  lines  of  conunerce,  thus  facilitating  an  interchange 
of  articles  on  the  most  advantageous  terms.  There  was  a  large  num- 
ber of  Japanese  firms  established  here  dui-iiig  1017. 

The  United  States  was  second  in  sales  to  Ilaidcow  durinji  the  year, 
supplying  more  than  IG  per  cent  of  the  total  imports.  Practically 
all  of  America's  sales  are  transshipments  from  Siianghai,  and  com- 
paratively few  shipments  arrived  in  Hankow  in  American  bottoms. 
Considering  America's  resources  and  the  present  conditions  of  the 
Avorld,  it  seems  that  the  United  States  is  not  taking  advantage- of 
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tlu'  \voiuli')fnl  opportunities  offered  for  the  expansion  of  trade  in 
China  witli  the  least  possible  competition.  Wlule  the  Maritiiui" 
Customs  report  shows  that  in  li)17  America  purchaseil  directly 
$470,355  in  excess  of  what  it  purchased  in  lOlG — an  increase  of  50 
per  cent — it  by  no  means  indicates  even  a]>proxiniately  the  value  of 
shii>menls  to  the  United  States.  The  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  as  compiled  directly  from  the  invoices  in  this  consulate  ^on- 
erai  durin«;  1017  were  valued  at  $23,3(50,883,  as  against  $13,00S;i83 
in  10ir>.  while  accordin<>-  to  the  fore'ioing  table  the  value  was  only 
$811,307  in  lOlG  and  $l,'200,r)G2  in  1017. 

The  increase  of  70  per  cent  in  imports  from  Ilouffkonp;  indicates 
that  this  port  is  continuing  to  regain  the  trade  lost  during  the  first 
two  years  of  the  war.  Canadian  sales,  although  representing  an  in- 
crease of  137  per  cent,  when  compared  with  lOlG,  amounted  to  only 
$1,737,011.  These  are  possibly  the  largest  shipments  that  Canada 
has  ever  made  directly  to  this  port. 
Imports  by  Articles. 

When  the  statistics  of  imports  throughout  this  report  cover  spe- 
cific articles,  they  show  the  total  foreign  imports  received  at  Hankow 
direct  from  foreign  countries  and  as  reshipments  from  other  Chinese 
treat}'  ports,  less  reexports  to  treat}'  ports  and  foreign  countries. 
This  fails  to  bring  out  the  importance  of  the  port  as  a  distributing 
center  to  other  parts  of  China.  •  On  the  other  hand,  the  export  sta- 
tistics of  specific  articles  include  reexports. 

The  table  of  impoi'ts  by  articles  indicates  the  diversity  of  the  de- 
mands of  this  market,  though  the  volume  can  not  be  regarded  as 
larg€  considering  the  immense  population.  It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind 
that  China  is  a  much  larger  potential  market  than  has  yet  been 
realized.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
principal  imports  into  Hankow  from  foreign  and  Chinese  ports  dur- 
ing the  years  1016  and  1017 : 


-lit  ides. 


Acids,  boric,  nitric,  etc Iioiiiids.. 

Asbestos:  noilcrcompcsiticn,  sheets,  imeking,  olc, 

pounds 

Automobiles  and  parts 

Batts: 

"  Cotton,  canvas uumbcr.. 

Gunnv,  new  and  old do — 

Hcdsloads do — 

JJecrand  porter,  bottled dozen  quarts.. 

Belting 

Hicydes 

Bootsand  shoes,  leather  and  canvas, paii-s.. 

Bottles,  empty 

Brass  and  j'cllow  metal pounds. . 

Buttons frross. . 

Clandle-makinj,'  materials,   stearlne,   and  candles, 

pounds 

(;aps  and  hats,  foreign numbor.. 

Carbon,  blank pounds.. 

Cardamoms do 

CarriaRCS,  cars,  wagons,  and  parts 

Casks,  empty number. . 

Cigaretics thousands. . 

Ciirars do 

Chests  and  fittings  for  tea 

Clocks number. . 

( Joal tons. . 

CoppM;ln£;ot3,  bars,  sheets,  wire,  olc poimds.. 


1916 


Quantity. 


736,  (XX) 
107, 200 


Value. 


20, 9.")8 

4,438,  i:! I 

1,15« 

27, 2C'J 


073 


88,933 
81,754 

286, ?67 
74,73G 
30, 933 

154,000 


10,3?5 

520,041 

1,C21 


20.418 

93,354 

1,124,133 


$37,610 

12,511 
■.io,  212 

13,470 
351,071 
14,164 
40,  SPO 
77,413 
3, 782 
2,970 
6, 40? 
20, 430 
28,950 

30, 212 
10,068 
10,160 
29,074 

28;<,307 

91 , 8.38 

,700.979 

20,  S,t3 

117, 101 
2."),  430 

463, 8.32 

213, 250 


1917 


Quantity. 


451,067 
55,533 


43,328 

2,425,302 

l,0(i7 

43, 201 


1,183 


271,467 
213,041 

635, 167 

89,490 

257, 200 

304, 533 


3,731 

736,513 

1,457 


26,574 

10:j,  125 

1,526,800 


Value. 


«26, 764 

5,S?3 
44,5SO 

17,519 
33?,  74  2 
17,  (Vu 
7."),  547 
07, 42tt 
5,313 
2,865 
10,9<i0 
S7,.'-)71 
7^.  60* 

92, 728 

3:1,  9t)S 

38,312 

OS,  917 

567,  ft39 

9,  4.';3 

3,087,681 

21 , 0.S6 

94,258 

43,  072 

1,051,875 

490,684 
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Articles. 


Collon  goods: 

lil-jnkets number. 

l)iU\s- 

AinP'icLUi riPi^es. 

Hri  ish flo... 

Jap-.uiesp do. . . 

Pvcd,  II.  e.  s do... 

KIuiiiu'ls,  pliin,  dyed— 

Aincric-.m pie  ps. 

Briti-;h do... 

J-anaiicso do. . . 

() ihcr do . . . 

Ilandkerchicf.s dmiu . 

Italian.s,  plain,  fast  black pieces. 

Jeans— 

Dutch « ". do . . . 

English do. . . 

Japanese do. . . 

I.awns do. . . 

Hhcetinps.  pray,  plain- 

Ameri  an pieces. 

]Cn<;lisli do. . . 

Japanese do. . . 

Shirlinjis,  plain— 
Gray- 
American do. . . 

English do. . . 

Japanese do. . . 

Dutch do... 

White- 
American do. . . 

Dutch do. . . 

English do. . . 

Japanese i do . . . 

T  cloth— 

Kn  ,'lish (In... 

Other do... 

Thread- 
Balls  pounds . 

Spools sjross . 

Towels dozen . 

Velvets,   velveteens,    cords,   corduroys,   etc. 

yards. 

Yarn pounds. 

Other C 

Covors.  bed,  ineluding  cotton  quilts number. 

Crucibles 

Drapery 

Dyes: 

Indi;;o pounds . 

Other do... 

ElctriL-al  materials  and  fltt ins;s 

Emery  cloth,  sandpaper,  powder,   wheels,  etc. 

* ream  s 

Enameled  ironware 

En-jine  and  boiler  fittings 

Files dozciis , 

Flour pounds . 

Fruits  and  ve'^cta  blcs,  canned , 

Oarters.  braces,  suspenders,  etc 

Ginsom;: 

Amori'^an pounds 

Japuic'e do.. 

Other do.. 

Glass,  window,  stained,  colored,  common,  etc 
b  )xes 


Gloves .dozen  p.iirs 

Gr.ipliophones  and  a"e>>ories 

llabcrdishery  and  millinery 

Hardware 

Ilats.simmcr  and  straw n:unlii'.- 

llosicry.  in  dudin^  cotton  socks dozen  p.urs 

Instruments: 

Musical— Origins  and  pianos 

Me  U.\al  and  sur^'i .'al 

Other 

Iron  and  mild  steel: 
Ne>v— 

Bars pounds 

Coblilo.; do.. 

I  lo.ips do. . 

Nails do.. 

Pipes  and  tubes,  wrought do.. 


]S4,9fi7 
20,3» 
290,17.S 
331,684 
53,1S6 
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Articles. 


Iron  and  mild  steel— Continued. 
New— Continued. 

riatcs IvMinds. 

Ihiils do... 

S?rcws do . . . 

Shoots  aud  platos <lo. . . 

Wire rto... 

Other lio.-- 

Old do... 

Iron  Raivaniz.od; 

Bolls,   nuts,  rivets,   washers,  ssrows,  tubes, 

ropes  .etc do 

CorniiTitpd  shoet.^ do 

Flat  shoeUs do 

Wire do — 

■\Vire  shorts do — 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Lead pounds.. 

Leather 

Locomoti  ves 

Lumber: 

Hardwood cubic  feet . . 

Softwood square  feet . . 

Sleepers number. . 

Machines 

Machinery 

Match-making  materials pound.s. . 

Matches.  Japanese gross. . 

Medicines  foroiijn  and  Hon'^lcong 

Metals,  antifriction,  incluiiing  babbitt  and  mas;- 

nolia  metal l>ounds. . 

Metal ,  white do 

MiUi.  condensed  in  tins dozen.. 

Mining  roquisit  os 

MunitioDB • 

Needles thousands . . 

Niclcel pounds.. 

Oil: 

Kerosene — 

American gallons. . 

Borneo  and  Sumatra do 

Lubricating do 

Faints poimds . . 

Paper 


I91G 


Quantity. 


1,094,133 
1,408,000 

121,3.^1 
2,793,4«}7 

33ri,067 
2,765,407 
6,229,S07 


210,000 
726,800 
1,267,733 
430, SOO 
492,267 


566,867 


206, 978 
130,327.608 

202,202 


4,48S,S00 
163, 238 


15, 733 

4,267 
20,702 


33,450 
60,766 


8,005,684 

4,828,612 

375,980 

168,  ?.« 


Paper-making  materials pounds . . 

Popper: 

Bla<'k do.... 

White do 

Phot.oaraphlc  materials 

Printing  and  lithographic  materials 

Prim  ins;  ink pounds. . 

Provi.'iions  and  household  stores,  u  e  s 

Pumps  and  (ittin^s 

Railwa-  -plant  materials 

Rereation  requisites 

Rope,  manila pounds. . 

Rubber  and  rubber  goods 

Bales  and  \  aults 

Scales nam  her . . 

Beaweod,  cut,  re<l,  Ions,  et" poimds.. 

Bewin,'  and  knittin.g  machines number . . 

Bhooks,  staNes,  etc 

Boap: 

Bar pounds . . 

Toilet  and  ran->y 

Spirits  (not  in  .hiding  alcohol) 

Btationerv 

Steel:       ■ 

Bamboo pounds. . 

Bars do 

Tool  and  cast dn 

Wire,  netting  and  gauze do 

Other do.... 

Stoves  and  grates 

Buzar poimds . . 

Tar gallons . . 

Tea: 

Dust poimds . . 

Other  lea do 

Telegraphic  materials 

Tin pounds . . 

Tin  plalcs,  plain  aud  decoralctl do 

Tobacco,  leal  and  prepared do 


970,533 

1, 166, 800 
19,733 


50,000 


200,667 


334 

14,791,333 

327 


1,952,800 


•120,067 
l.'.,333 

476, 1.33 
17,200 

310,2r.7 


73,917,467 
107, 774 

62,007,200 
5,067 


34,. "ia:} 

7,79»).!'a) 

225,007 


Value. 


?20, 799 
24.798 
17,818 

106,031 
18,677 
98,031 

127,395 


l.".,064 
51,. 581 
96, 475 
25,066 
13,119 
77,450 
57,725 
120,168 
712, 705 

69,779 

3,4.>4,412 

1.50,413 

l.fWO 

681,631 

91.155 

42,  .588 

20,927 

.5,999 
3,190 
3.),  888 
17, 961 
41, 104 
16, 735 
53,764 


802,365 

600,036 

99,016 

29,221 

343, 125 

.30,922 

159, 466 

4,475 

12,53t 

3,418 

13,  r32 

191,958 

10, 427 

160,-842 

4,469 

25,018 

11,277 

12,777 

8,865 

291,4:59 

6,7'.i2 

365,689 

121,313 
4.5,310 
5;!,  8M 
33,504 

25, 839 

73S 

85,778 

5,182 

37,516 

6, 58fi 

3,1.53,614 

12,868 

5,000,8.32 
737 
19,839 
10.278  I 
441,311 
34,738  1 


Quanlity.         Value 


172,400 


68,000 

706,  .533 

.5:J2, 207 

1,937,200 

1,972,267 


83.000 
146,133 
286,  nvi 
S74, 400 
820,667 


627,067 


IS.8,309 
10,008,753 


7,985,333 
211,041 


43,033 

2,400 

22,005 


389,003 
.    68,533 


4,20,8,074 

4,  S08, 281 

40<1,11S 

166, 800 


469,6(.7 

1,4-16,800 
43,000 


60,767 


58, 267 


3,80 

15,719.807 

487 


2,430,607 


507,067 
irJ1,133 
108,607 
32.607 
•10,"Ji.i7 


108,954.133 
117,  IW 

IS,  170,733 
7.867 

iit.mY 

3,9.il,707 
018,800 


SS,260 


12,600 
45,617 
38,703 
105,874 
41,216 


6,624 
16,709 
.32,KS0 
76,698 
35, 2«) 
S9,  13!> 
63,693 
241, 107 

3,828 

81,632 
438,985 


12, 152 
471,045 
349,302 

65,792 
331,048 

15, 799 

1,1.87 

42, 1.56 

40, 474 


362,680 
32,210 


751,141 
735, 067 
124.77:'. 

27, 607 
512,976 

18,435 

225,787 

9.906 

19,  .378 

6,335 

13, 7.58 

221,773 

20,684 

56, 127 

6,669 

10, 1.8ti 

10,011 

15,790 

8,169 

328,129 

22,821 

4 19,  .5-16 

183,714 
133,327 
54,, 517 
6:},  413 

71,103 
9,234 

22, 145 

6,360 

3,  .541 

5,  ifMi 

0,495,981 

17,915 

3, 0.-.  1, 3 19 

1.472 

11.S3S 

O.l^lfi 

:;U2,'.'I2 

132,679 


CHINA — HANKOW. 


17 


-Articles. 


1916 


Quantity. 


Value. 


QuiUitUy. 


Valuo. 


Tobacconists'  simdries 

Toilot  requisites 

Tooth  nowdcr  artd  paste 

Typrwiiors  and  acccssTies 

Uinb'^olla.s, cotton,  Japanese number. . 

TJ  n-  lor  wear do  on . . 

Varnish gallons . . 

Watches number . . 

Water,  table,  bottled do/en  quarts. . 

Wines,  not  including  sa'-e 

Woolen  coods 

Woolen  and  cotton  mi  xturcs 

Zinc pounds . . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


4.')2, 263 
10,057 
11,190 

23,  (M8 


228,400 


$15,244 
29,154 
15, 2H 
0,  440 

154,714 
3^,220 
14,773 
10,2.39 
30, 545 
10,871 

114,494 

101,123 

07, 1.33 

,  139, 282 


591,481 
15,0&3 
2,140 
4,329 


$1,819 

18,588 

32,8i'« 

14,000 

2.30,373 

64,203 

3,756 

8,202 


191,857 


58,822 
196,384 
1.54,090 
32,3.34 
3, 031,. 540 


.1  40,718,709 


48,250,771 


Cotton  Yam  and  Thread.  * 

Cotton  yarn  heads  tlic  import  list  a^ain.  America  has  not  secnred 
any  part  of  the  yarn  or  thread  tradCs  whicli  is  now  principally  Jap- 
ane.se  and  Chinese,  The  gros.s  import  of  cotton  yarn  for  1917  was 
280,479  piculs  (38,197.200  pounds)  from  Japan,  7.b9e)  piciils  (94G.133 
pounds)  from  India,  and  247.284  piculs  (32,971.200  pounds)  of  na- 
tive make,  aggregatinii:  72.114,533  pounds,  a<yainst  72,182,133  pounds 
from  all  sources  in  191G.  The  imports  fi^om  Japan  show  a  decrease  as 
compared  Avith  1910,  which  is  attributed  generally  to  a  greatly  in- 
creased use  of  Chinese  low-count  yarns,  a  larger  consumption  of 
yarns  bj''  the  Japanese  mills,  and  the  .speculativelj^  high  prices  pre- 
vailing. 

The  Japanese  have  met,  at  a  veiy  reasonable  price,  the  demands  of 
the  native  for  yarn.  Needles,  thread,  and  yarn  are  even  more  indis- 
pensable to  the  Chinese  individual  than  they  are  to  the  occidental, 
and  the  Japanese  have  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  thread. and  yarn, 
trade.  They  establish  their  own  branch  houses  under  Japanese  man- 
agement in  every  treaty  })ort,  where  stocks  arc  kept  to  sup])ly  the 
Chinese  dealers;  and  consequently  they  secure  the  orders  which  other 
nations  seek  without  stocks  through  foreign  connections.  The  or- 
ganization, industry,  and  business  methods  of  the  Nippon  merchant 
dcser\e  success. 

The  following'tablc  furnishes  a  more  complete  analysis  of  the  net 
imports  of  cotton  yarn  and  thread  in  1916  and  1917: 


Yarn  and  thread. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Yarn 

Oray  and  bleaches — 

Indian 

.lapane.se 

Dyed,  nKTreri7.e<l,  and  gossed — 

Jaoaneso 

.poimds.. 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do 

37,882,933 

458,  ?fi7 
36,948,933 

477.000 
133 

$6,024,007 

OS,  097 
.5,772,518 

183,317 
75 

48,988 
•JO,  84  7 

4,479 

28, 278, 066 

777. 733 
27.004,133 

49P,800 

$6,116,356 

lftS,673 
5,CC2,401 

285,282 

Thread 

146,888 

In  balls,  mercerized,  etc 

On  .snools— 

do.... 

43.200 
3.835 

40.800 

13.063 

10,  TOO 

3,  4r.5 

1,1«S 

30 

772 

53,512 
17.188 

10!)  v.^rds 

do 

39,977 

do 

715 

40 

l.CW 

13,802 

4,901 

60S 

3,5K8 

2:5,857 

5!nv:)r.ls : 

1  .Oi>0  \-ards       .               

do.... 

do.... 

S,776 
594 

Other 

do.... 

1,984 

0.072,293 

6,263,244 
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Cotton  Textiles, 

CV)tUiii  textiles  wciv  impoilc'd  in  1017  to  {ho  vnliio.  of  $7.01T.1!>7,  or 
14.5  por  cent  of  the  net  foreign  imports.  The  following;  tiihle  con- 
tains a  comparative  statem:Mit  o^the  net  imports  of  drills,  llanncLs, 
jeans,  sheetings,  shirtings,  and  T  cloth  dnring  191G  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Cottons: 

Pnntcd 

Turkey  reiLs 

Drills: 

Native 

Fmeign 

Flannel . ." 

Italians,  black  and  colored. 
Jeans,  crny: 

Native 

Foreicu. 


1916 


Pieren. 
61,309 
82,614 

23-1,445 

40,413 
229, 'J&2 

283,565 
Lastings ,'     31, 999 


1917 


Arti'.los, 


Pieces. 

87,390 
81,991 

5S, 4 16 

361,:T.0 

■      £8,(i:W 

179,532 

13,739 

295,290 

24, 198 


Sheotincs,  gray: 

Native 

Foreign \ 

Shirtinps:  1/ 

Grav— 

\a1ivo \ 

Foreign / 

While—  I 

Native \ 

Foreiirn / 

T  cloth,  prav  and  Mca'hed. .  .1 

Velvets  and  velveteens I  a 

Venetians,  blavk  and  colored  .1 


Pieces. 
107, 487 

652,340 

620,655 

.'il.122 
263,802 
lLXi,W3 


1917 


Piecet. 
64,122 
67,688 

1,984 
753,465 

2,910 

519,015 

35,670 

0  345,932 

84,6.>4 


o  Yards. 


The  following  statistics  compiled  by  the  British  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Hankow  from  the  daily  customs  returns  will  be  interesting 
as  showing  the  gross  imports  of  piece  goods  in  contrast  to  the  pre- 
ceding table  of  net  imports : 


Articles. 


Total. 


rieces.      Value. 


1916. 

Drills 172,602 

Flannels,  plain,  dved,  and 

printed ." 31,730 

Jeans 24S,  179 

Sheeting-,  gray,  plain 54, 228 

Shirting>,  plain: 

Grav 563,322 

White 4S7, 427 

T  Cloth I  4S,9o2 

Total , 1,60,;,  440 


1917. 

Drills 

Flannels,  plain,  dyed,  and 

prin  ted 

Jeans 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain 

Shirting;,  plain: 

Gray 

White 

Tcloth 


American. 


Pieces.   Value 


$180,071      16,875 


94,21o|     14,504 

602,944 

174,003:      5,730'     15,994 


$.53,701 
42,047 


1,. 505, 299, 

l,571,00r, 

117, 196  , 


520|       1,292 


4,54S,73l!    37,629!  116,037 


TotAl . 


371,058 

45,005 
275,596 
■53,001 

6S2,65S 
4.53, 2S7 
33,865 


1,917,481 


1,374,6411      8,377     36,633 
4,027     16,471 


200,201 
858,823 
193,3051       1,660;      5,535 

2,  .300,  OS!  8001      2,783 

1,991, 12;;1  250!      1,148 

92,954 


British. 


Fiescs.      Value. 


1,010 

901 
61,191 

37, 23S 


R3,813 

2, 291 
158,804 
123,860 


351,419!      91S,247 

463,S97|  1,494,716 

42,444       103,775 


958,100  2,811,536 


270 

94] 

27, 659 
4,131 


1,500 

578 
89,311 
13,202 


Japanese. 


Pieces.      Value. 


154,717 

10,280 
185,:J88 
11,260 

211,033 
17,860 


?419,624 

49, 758 
440, 495 
31, 151 

585, 736 
58, 434 


593,538!  1,5&5,038 


ISO,  035       591.854 

388.466   1,691,925 

20,230         61,853 


365, 421 

40,885 

247,817 

47,210 

501,608 
60,571 
13,585 


7,017,1971     15,114;    62,570 


620,905   2,450,253  1,27 


r,097 


1,336,503 

183, 1.55 
769, 158 
174,628 

1,710,766 
278,020 
30,S9a 


4,4W,13l 


Heview  of  Piece-Goods  Trade  in  1917. 

The  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  review  of  the  piece-goods 
trade  given  below  shows  that  Japan's  gain  in  this  line  has  been 
chiefly  at  the  expense  of  Great  Britain  : 

Tlio  yoar  1917  liai=!  boon  an  oxtranrdinary  ono  In  tlio  Wiiy  of  continually  nd- 
vandnf,'  prices  cou.sefiiiont  upon  tlie  iiliiuirnial  i-iso  in  tlio  cost  of  raw  inatorial. 
Tlie  c.  i.  f.  costs  of  ^fays  and  wliites  just  about  tloublod  durin;:;  tlie  year,  and 
the  prospects  are  tliat  11)18'  will  see  tbe  advance.  continuiu.L:.  Tlie  heavy 
froiKlit.s,  war  insurance,  and  continued  advance  in  wages  consequent  upon  tbe 
war  liave  told  against  Briti.-^b  goods  wliore  they  liave  been  in  competition  with 
cloths  from  other  countries,  especially  from  Japan.     The  outstanding  feature 
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of  the  year  lias  been  the  iucrejisinp;  percentage  of  tniile  in  .Japanese  cloths, 
while  native  ^coods  have  also  more  than  held  their  own. 

Only  .scant  attention  seems  to  have  been  paiil  to  the  .staple  line  of  grays  by 
Britisli  importers,  as  under  existing  circunistances  IManchester  grays  could  not 
compote  with  tlic  .Tnpanese  article  on  a  sulliciently  large  scale  to  make  the 
business  worth  while. 

There  were  I'tiiAii)  pieces  of  shirtings  imported,  as  against  652,340  pieces  In 
101(5.  Native  clotlis  accounted  for  only  1,9S4  pieces,  while  Japanese  qualities 
amounted  to  about  70  per  cent  and  British  nearly  30  per  cent.  In  1916  the 
proportion  was  about  the  reverse,  British  goods  then  totaling  some  65  pel" 
cent  and  .Ta panose^  35  por  cent. 

In  i;)17,  imports  of  sheetings  were  121,810  pieces,  as  against  107,487  in  1916. 
Native  makes  accounted  for  about  ."3  per  cent,  .lapaneseMl  per  cent,  and  British 
4  per  cent.  In  1916  the  native  mills  had  about  the  same  proportion  of  the 
trade,  but  .Japanese  goods  were  only  10  per  cent,  with  tlio  British  30  per  cent. 

British  wliite  sliirt^igs  were  still  most  in  favor,  although  larger  quantities 
of  non-British  whites  came  into  the  market  in  1917  than  ever  before.  During 
the  first  six  months  there  was  a  considerable  demand  for  stock  goods,  but 
firm  indent  business  was  rendered  impossible  by  the  large  differences  between 
local  values  and  home  costis,  which  fluctuated  between  10  and  25  per  cent  in 
spite  of  the  rising  exchange.  Up  to  July  local  market  prices  advanced  bj' 
about  25  to  30  per  cent,  standing  at  their  zenith  toward  the  end  of  that  month. 
A  slump  set  in  in  August,  hou'cver,  when  local  values  receded  about  20  per 
cent,  recovering  again  toward  the  close  of  the  year  to  within  about  10  per 
cent  of  the  highest  iigures.  With  unfavorable  market  conditions  lieie  and  tljc 
steadily  advancing  home  price,  the  disparity  lietween  local  market  and  re- 
placing values  became  more  and  more  accentuated  until  at  the  end  of  the 
year  it  was  something  between  70  and  80  per  cent.  Thus  business  was  out  of 
the  question,  except  where  merchants  were  prepared  to  dispose  of  stocks  at 
considerably  below  replacing  costs.  The  .Japanese  have  been  working  hard  to 
get  a  larger  sliare  of  tlie  business  in  whites,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  tlieir 
goods  liave  been  impi-oved  very  much  in  every  respect.  Where  they  are  not  up 
to  the  standard  of  the  Miinchester  goods,  this  is  made  up  by  lower  prices,  the 
earlier  deliveries  ol>tainable,  and  the  more  favorable  terms  granted  by 
.Japanese  importers  to  their  dealers. 

Japanese  Gaining  in  Many  Lines.  » 

Thei-e  was  a  good  demand  for  blacks  in  medium  and  cheaper  qualities  of 
Italians  and  Venetians.  The  Japanese  are  pusliiug  their  manufacture  of  tliesc 
goods  also  and  their  latest  samples  that  have  arrived  on  this  market  prove 
not  only  that  they  can  make  the  cloth  but  also  that  they  are  steadily  getting 
nearer  the  Manchester  tinish.  A  small  indent  business  in  poplins  was  possible 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  later,  as  with  all  other  goods,  local  values 
wer(>  too  far  behnv  home  costs  to  admit  of  business.  .Japanese  poplins,  altlatugh 
not  up  to  the  British  goods  in  finish,  are  gaining  in  popularity  in  this  market 
on  account  of  their  cheapness  and  improved  appearance. 

There  were  419.806  pieces  of  drills  imported  as  again.st  234.44.5  pieces  in 
1916.  Native  cloths  accounted  for  about  14  per  cent,  as  against  24  per  cent  in 
1916.  American  cloths  dropped  from.  8  per  cent  to  2  per  cent,  while  Japanese 
qualities  advanced  from  68  to  84  per  cent.  Of  .leans  .309.029  pieces  were  im- 
ported as  against  283.-565  pieces  during  1916.  Native  cloths  increased  from 
9.50  pieces  to  13,739  pieces,  or  4  per  cent  of  tlic  total.  .Japanese  .goods  increased 
from  about  72  per  cent  to  87  per  cent,  while  the  proportion  of  British  goods 
fell  from  28  to  9  i>er  cent. 

Deliveries  have  I)een  fairly  good.  Some  dealers  still  have  Stocks  of  various 
goods,  bought  at  clieap  prices,  in  merchants'  godowns.  but  on  the  whole  stocks 
in  the  markets  must  i)e  low,  and.  given  a  chance  of  free  trading  with  th.e  in- 
terior, a  considerable  advance  in  values  should  result.  It  is,  of  course,  wilhin 
the  knowledge  of  the  local  dealers  that  besides  the  ample  .stocks  held  by  large 
Slianghai  dealers  and  foreign  piece-goods  hong.s,  from  wliicli  they  can  diaw, 
some  of  Hankow  branches  of  the  latter  have  al.so  sufHf  lent  i-endy  cargo  to 
tide  tliem  over,  and  they  therefore  prefer  a  hand-to-mouth  policy  for  the  time 
being. 

Uetal  and  Machinery  Imports. 

Exchange  favored  tliP  import  of  metals  and  machinery,  but  some 
European  countries   restricted   their  exportation,   af^   did   America 
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towjjnl  the  close  of  1917.  Shippinir  facilities  uere  scarce  and  ns  a 
natiiii.l  result  (he  imports  of  practically  every  metal  and  every  cla4 
of  machinei y  were  reduced  bi'Iow  tiiose  of  any  i)recedin^^  year  since 

Vi!'^;.-^^'''^''/^"*^  •^■''^'"^^'  "^^'^'''^  ^^'^'le  impoited  to  the  'extent  of 
lM.4().  pounds,  as  ajrmnst  8S.i);3;j  jiounds  in  IWIG,  but  nearly  every 
class  of  iron  and  steel  as  well  as  <;alvanized  articles,  with  the  excep- 
tion ot  orahanized  iron  wire  ami  iron-wire  shorts,  were  imiiort^d  in 
smaller  (piantities.  There  were  874,400  pounds  of  pilvanized  iron 
wire  imported  in  1017,  afrainst  4:50,800  pounds  in  1UU\.  and  X'H)(\(jJ 
pounds  of  iron-Avire  shorts,  as  a^jainst  492,-2()7  pounds  for  101 G      ' 

There  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  textile  machinery  imported 
tor  the  equipment  of  a  new  local  plant.  'J'he  demand  was  ffreat  but 
the  sup])ly  limited  for  railway  and  electric-liirhtinir  machinery  textile 
machinery,  pumpino;  and  small  milliner  i^laiits,  flour  mills,  and  other 
machinery.  A  practice  is  .orowing-  up,  thouirh  not  to  any  consider- 
able extent,  ot  a  few  Chinese  concerns  copying  forei-n  machinery 
This  is  fl  natural  sequence  of  their  inabilitv  to  procure  prompt  de- 
In-ery  of  machinery  from  foreign  countries. 
Kerosene-Oil  Imports. 

The  following  statement  shows  in  detail  the  imports  of  kerosene 
oil  from  all  sources  in  1916  and  1917 : 


Kinds  of  oil. 


Imports  from  for-        Imports  from 
ei,'n  countries.  Chinese  pons. 


1916 


Ameri'^an: 

In  c  ISO 

In  bulk-.... 
Borneo: 

Incase 

In  bulk.... 

Russian 

Sumatra : 

Incise 

Inbiillc... 
Japan,  incase.. 

Total 


Gallons.  1  Gallnm.  •  Gallons.    Gallons 


..    2.043.823 
..  1 10, 94.5, 905. 12, 103,788 

i 
..    2,2-12,897!      2J2'953 


4r,.  6.5SI       1.5,  ,510 
2,133j     113,635 

'i43,'692j'"332,"988 

142, 620'      30, 000 


Reexports  to       I  x-  .  .  ,  ,  ■ 
Chiuese  ports.     1  ^'''  ^°^'^^  imports 


1916  1917 


191G 


Gallons. ,  Gallons.     Gallons.    Gallons 

1, 1 1,5, 003,  5, 316, 405 

2,942,351   8,009,349i  8, 005, 684 4.' 208.' 074 


1917 


633,' 665; " '  "793,'46Jri,'746,'333' 


S.OOO'        50,000       13t  620' 

43  Ifii   ''"^•^'''io' A:ti! '•"'''• ''1°!  1.611,463   2,947,603 4; 868:281 
^■''^''jl- I      '*2,000| I I I      82,160 


|l3, 188,802;i4, 420,  ?24J4,418,513|  7,003,8645,841,331  15, 7S0,674'l2,^3l,296'9,098,5i: 


Despite  the  world  war  and  its  attendant  hindrances,  the  gross  im- 
ports of  kerosene  oil  into  Hankow  increas  d  by  3.817.273  American 
gallons  m  191  <.  This  result  was  brought  about  by  increased  imporls 
of  the  American  and  Sumatra  products,  while  the  Borneo  product  suf- 
fered a  OSS.  Japanese  kerosene  oil  figures  in  the  li.st  for  the  first 
time.  J  his  oil  IS  of  inferior  quality,  and  the  demand  for  it  depends 
upon  the  low  price. 

Heavy  transshipments  to  depots  which  are  accu.stomed  to  receive 
their  oil  supplies  from  Hankow  were  made  in  1017,  thus  reducinn- 
the  net  imports  into  this  port.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  more 
important  depots  in  the  interior  from  Hankow  were  pnrlicularly 
well  stocked  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  a  result  of  the.se  trans-shipments 

In  so  tar  as  cas:-  oil  and  oil  in  tins  were  concerned,  prices  averaged 
about  the  same  as  in  191G.  The  price  of  oil  in  bulk,  however  aver- 
aged appreciably  less.  ' 

iA^  ^'VlY''  "'  ^I'^'P}''  ^"^'"^ss  ^V'-^s  the  urgent  demand,  especially 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  from  certain  other  trades  for  the  used 
kerosene  tins.     Prices  were  forced  to  unprecedented  IcNels  and  had 
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as  one  effect  tlio  Avidoninj^  of  Iho  (lifferoiico  between  (he  price  of  oil 
in  new  tins  and  that  of  oil  in  bulk  form,  the  demand  bi'inj:^  driven  to 
the  hitter  grade. 

Althouch  a  number  of  former  consumers  of  kerosene  oil  were 
driven  back  to  using  native  vegetable  oil  l)y  the  sharp  advance  in  the 
price  of  tlie  foreign  connnodity  in  IDIO,  it  is  prob;il)le  that  competi- 
tion from  native  oils  was  not  so  keen  in  1017  as  in  1916.  However, 
electric  lighting  is  becoming  more  general,  a  development  which  in 
time  can  not  but  have  its  effect  on  tlie  kerosene-oil  trade. 
Review  of  Lumber  Trade — Vehicles,  Provisions,  and  Clothing, 

No  branch  of  the  import  trade  has  suffered  great<?r  depreciation 
than  has  the  import  of  lumber.  In  191G  there  were  130,-527,008 
square  feet  of  softwood,  200,978  cubic  feet  of  liardwot)d,  and  202,202 
cro.ssties  imported;  while  in  1917  there  Avere  no  crossties,  10,008,753 
square  feet  of  softwood,  and  188,309  cubic  feet  of  hardwood  im- 
ported. Of  this  quantity  ver}'  little  was  received  from  the  United 
States.  The  shortage  of  the  import  of  foreign  timbers  is  due  to  the 
high  prices,  the  excessive  freight  rates,  and  the  adoption  by  the  trade 
of  the  cheaper  Chinese  woods.  Xccessity  has  in  this  case  developed 
a  home  industry  which  maj^  result  in  the  removal  of  much  of  the 
timber  from  the  already  sparsely  forested  China.  The  softwoods 
are  being  imported  from  Foochow  into  this  section  and  are  of 
Chinese  origin. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  import  o.f  automobiles, 
carriages,  cars,  wagons,  and  parts  of  each.  Automobiles  and  parts 
were  imported  to  the  value  of  $44,580,  an  increase  of  20  per  cent  over 
the  preceding  year.  When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the 
total  mileage  of  roads  suitable  for  the  use  of  automobiles  doas  not 
exceed  20,  it  is  very  surprising  to  note  this  increase.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  there  were  registered  and  in  operation  84  automobiles,  103 
carriages,  and  2,550  jinrikishas.  There  were  07  of  the  automobiles 
made  in  the  United  States,  8  in  France,  6  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  2  in  Germany. 

An  increase  of  $29,815  took  place  in  the  imports  of  provisions  in 
1917.  the  total  amounting  to  $221,773.  Only  174,000  pounds  of  for- 
eign flours  were  imported,  which  is  11.733  pounds  less  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  There  is  no  reason  why  flour  should  be  imported 
into  this  wheat-producing  section  except  that  the  local  mills  are  not 
equipped  for  turning  out  an  excellent  brand  of  flour.  There  appears 
even  less  reason  for  the  increase  in  imports  of  condensed  milli,  from 
20,702  dozen  tins  in  1916  to  22.005  in  1917. 

The  United  States  exports  to  Hankow  the  ready-made  clothing  of 
staple  character,  su(  h  as  boots  and  shoes,  hats  and  caps,  garters, 
socks,  and  braces,  all  of  which  were  imported  in  larger  quantities 
dui-ing  1917.  The  market  for  this  line  of  goods  is  limited,  but  it  is 
of  sutlicient  importance  for  the  careful  consideration  of  American 
exporters. 

Export  Trade  of  Hankow. 

The  high  exchange  that  encourages  imports  has  the  reverse  effect 
upon  exports.  When  local  currency  has  an  enhanced  international 
value,  exports  mu.st  suffer  unless  there  is  some  compensating  condi- 
tion to  justify  an  increased  value  in  the  world  market  to  sustain  the 
normal  China  market.     Then;  have  been  many  difliculties  to  export 
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<iailo.  as  tlio  soarcily  of  silvoi-  at  tioaty  i)orl.s  ^VJ^s  acocMitiiatfd  by  a 
shortage  of  copper  in  the  interior.  C'opiX'r  is  really  the  only  niedi- 
lun  of  exehanije  f<n'  all  the  interior  of  China.  The  shorta*i;e  of  silver 
in  the  towns  is  serious,  but  it  is  of  very  minor  importance  compared 
Avith  the  copper  shortajje  which  affects  every  one  in  the  prodiiciuf; 
section.  The  compensatinp;  condition  was  the  scarcity  of  i)racti(ally 
every  article  produced,  bnaighl  about  by  an  unusual  demand  and  by 
the  reduction  of  supjjlies  due  to  the  world  war. 

Exports  from  Hankow  increased  from  a  value  of  SlOLOSO.-tJ]!  in 
lOlfi  to  $1l^l\2(.)5.0!)()  in  1917.  ITankow  primarily  is  a  place  of  expoit, 
as  it  is  nearer  to  the  source  of  the  raw  products  than  i.s  any  other 
trade  center.  The  following;  t.ible  indicates  the  diversity  of  articles 
]n-ocurable  and  _ii;ives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  exports 
(includina'  reexj^jorts)  from  Hankow  to  foreign  countries  and  Chinese 
ports  in  lOlG  and  1917 : 


ArJlcs. 


AllMimen: 

Dried pounds . . 

I.iiiuid do 

A nt  imony,  crude  and  rcgulus do — 

Uranf  akc do — 

IJrans • do  — 

Hones do 

Bran ". ''o 

Bristles do.... 

rhestniits do 

Chi'ikens,  frozen nnml^er. . 

( igarettes pounds . . 

Coke tons. . 

Cotton,  raw pounds. . 

Eggs: 

Fresh numhf-r. . 

Frozen pounds . . 

EgR  yolk: 

Dry do.... 

Liquid do 

Flour do 

<laUnnts dn. . . . 

]  fair,  huniau do 

Hemp do 

Hides: 

As."! do 

Buffalo do 

Cow do 

IntesUiie.s,  t  It,  dried do..'.. 

Iron  and  mild  steel:  a 

rtiiil.s Ions' ton?. . 

Other .".do.... 

Iron  ore do 

Irf'n,  pig  a do 

1 .11 V  (lower,  dried pounds. . 

Oils: 

Bean do 

Nut  and  wood do 

Rapcsecd do 

Sesame do 

Tea do . . . . 

Peanuts: 

In  shells do 

Kernels do 

Quif-ksilver do 

Ramie do 

Seeds: 

Rape do 

Sesame do 

Seedcake,  cotton,  rare,  and  sesame do 

Silk: 

Co<'oons,  refu.se,  and  waste do 

UoniJi  pftnpee do 

Raw,  yellow do 

Silk  products,  u.  c.  s do 


Quan;ity. 

Value. 

Quinlit}\ 

Vahie 

2,245,nf,7 

896.3,731 

3,029,467 

$1,972,460 

807,000 

14". 745 

2. 224,  .-..33 

576, oai 

25,849,fiOO 

4,628..S02 

.53.6.38..3;« 

4,161,023 

30O,0fi7,S(i7 

2,796,115 

1.83,352,5.33 

2,0.33,8,3.8 

2n,13(i.2f(i 

2,298,3'iS 

24,5,7.59,733 

3,233,779 

9,3ol,nf>7 

7.5,030 

7.561.8<;7 

71,  103 

21,a'i4.333 

147,815 

17,7.8S.W7 

1.53,8.18 

2,716,267 

1,212,. 5.57 

2,648.40<1 

1,572,774 

914,400 

10,313 

802.000 

2i1.!',82 

•  752,234 

69.628 

1,032,012 

159.009 

3,C83,200 

1,122,.S59 

3,848.9:53 

1,529,900 

1,1S7 

10, 304 

6.54 

6,449 

105,  SSo,  200 

1.3,214,375 

109,487,600 

20,032,8.So 

.30,721.250 

142.  .500 

32.148.9.50 

l.>5.702 

18,954,400 

1,074,669 

1,820,933 

133,799 

3,780,533 

8.50. 194 

8,138.533 

2,110,396 

4,887,467 

340,0.56 

4.710,  (XK) 

4t>0, 483 

20,271,200 

.534-,  210 

■2S.C;'6,267 

994.4.55 

5,400.i:« 

710,443 

5,W3.067 

9ri,  8:32 

109,200 

16,519 

328. 267 

96,938 

1,287,200 

71,094 

2,167,000 

144,393 

113,467 

27.702 

HI.. 5.33 

36,161 

3,006,00.) 

395, 466 

4,230,207 

6.57,, 505 

26,6.35,200 

7,2S4,7C6 

07,073,807 

8,913,330 

105, 4b7 

32,214 

139,733 

49,576 

8,883 

3.33.794 

19,777 

916.919 

11,176 

4.50,402 

18,207 

976, 278 

287,-503 

780, 142 

322,;}81 

1,1.50,038 

103,713 

2,320,294 

111,904 

3,1.52,815 

1,089,600 

92,390 

524,000 

53, 525 

20. 152, 1.33 

976,483 

3,480,800 

217,019 

94,8.32,800 

6,  .54  7.6,80 

81,255,067 

7,813,714 

2, 238, «;« 

104. 453 

6(i,  000 

4,251 

3,071,867 

1 15, 032 

2, 093,  '^OO 

127,784 

1,372,800 

63,E61 

712, 133 

44,236 

351.067 

5,010 

.5.33,067 

10.236 

•    39,730,400 

1,115,604 

14,522.800 

501,936 

.358, 5;« 

46^,  rS9 

440,000 

62->,117 

23, 025,  :00 

1,838,775 

25,728,667 

2,545,6.30 

4,178.400 

59,r09 

402, 133 

8,172 

.124, 1.54.  •':?3 

3, 739,. 309 

43,996,400 

1,632,376 

18,550,400 

119,469 

24,151,067 

215.471 

3, 080;  800 

.5.36,114 

2,561,200 

.576,.60C 

481,733 

70S,  a54 

322.  P:43 

609,522 

734.400 

1, 297, 275 

8.-6,000 

1,959,255 

58, 134 

119,824 

96.133 

185,210 

1917 


0  Manufactured  by  the  Ilupeh  Iron  &  Steel  Works. 
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Atli<'lcs. 


Skins: 

Kid  and  Koal puuml s . 

Lamb  und  slieey iiumljcr. 

Tallow: 

Anini.il poniius. 

Vegetable do. . . 

Toil di\.. 

Tin do. . . 

Tobacco: 

Leaf .do... 

I'roiwivd do. . . 

Walnuts: 

In  shell do. . . 

Kcruols do. . . 

Wheat do. . . 

Wool,  sheep's do. . . 

All  other  art  ielcs 


Toi-tl. 


151'. 


1917 


Quantity. 


Id, 
41, 
l.«, 


203 
1 


16;), 
.-.It, 

684, 
13', 
677, 

80."), 
801, 

189, 
70*, 
631, 
948, 


N'ulue. 


SI, 741, 
214, 

1,311, 

3,31.5, 

17,333, 

51, 

643, 
1,042, 

4, 

138. 

2, 724, 

137, 

13,478, 


C'JO 
215 

653 
RS7 
508 
715 

606 
179 

075 
KJ5 
•69 
C17 
353 


101,680,431 


QunnHty. 


.aji.soo 

107,905 


lOi 


265 


307,  SC7 
?54,933 
632,533 
663, 467 

,794,000 
,  460,  .'.:B 

5!l,067 
807,407 
514, 5:« 
3:£3,600 


Value. 


82,542,605 
252, 854 

738,941 

2,903,570 

14,573,808 

79,367 

990, 485 
1,837,166 

1,290 

14;<,  548 

4, 366,  .587 

270,  :«9 

20,037,174 


122,265,390 


Destination  of  Principal  Exports. 

The  follow  ill  o-  table,  compiled  from  the  daily  customs  reports, 
shows  the  (iiuinlity  of  12  articles  of  great  importance  exported  from 
HankoAV  in  1917,  togetlier  with  the  countries  and  ports  of  destination 
and  a  comparative  statement  of  the  total  exports  of  the  same  articles 
in  lyiG  and  1915 : 


Destination. 


Cow. 
hii03 


Buffalo 
hidei. 


Goatskins. 


Bristle;. 


Wood 
oil. 


Sesar 
nuim 
seed. 


United  Sti\te3... 

England 

France 

Italy 

Japan 

Shan'.;hrii 

Hongkong 

other 

Total.  1917 
Tot.d.  1916 
Total,  lOir, 


{.-.cm 
351 
3S9 

1,971 
491 

1.05t 
.313 
87 


Toms. 
8-JO 
269 
242 
150 
1 
208 


Pieces. 

1,040,958 

30.7S0 

144,9.''.9 

1.50 

■30,8?2 

1,109,719 


Tong. 
215 
661 
97 
12 
98 
74 


Tom. 

19,(02 
776 
302 


Tans. 


462 

300 


67 


10 

7,  CO  J 

8 

.30 


SOO 
409 


11,3.57 
10,952 
13, 70S 


1,837 

1,363 
1,3W 


2,9.57,39.8 
3,OUi.l(3 
1,805,028 


1,1.52 
1,207 
1,306 


28, 332 
:i3, 476 
26,109 


19,496 
50,5.37 
100, 457 


Dftsliualiou. 


United  .St;uc>>.. 

Ii;n$;laiul 

France 

Italy 

.Tapan 

rthani^hai 

Hongkou;,' 

Other 


Total,  1917. 
Total.  1916. 
Total,  1915. 


fiall- 
niU5. 


2'on,?. 
1.210 
.531 

lot 


369 


2,220 
2,0?2 
3,221 


BeaiL;. 


Tom. 

29 
15,370 


China 
gras-s. 


314 
74,;503 


5,215 


95,397 
87,217 
71,393 


Ton>: 

879 

1.148 

194 

2 

.-.,366 

1,160 

110 


8,880 
0,967 
6,091 


Tallow. 


<'otton. 


Tnm. 
1,356 
.S71 


(-.98 
10,678 
:U.8til 


VecPta- 
ble. 


Tons. 
4,700 
l,2.-)0 
264 
2,288 
1 
1,830 


■39 

48,. TO 
46,624 
17,147 


99 

10, 432 
15.  !05 
11,422 


Animal. 


Tom. 
547 
374 
30 
328 
1,233 
256 


44 


2,812 
3,923 
2,433 


Raw  Cotton  Leads  Exports. 

"Raw  cotton  now  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  exports  in  mone- 
tary importance.  The  exports  in  1017  were  unusually  h.u-ge  in  both 
quantity  and  value,  the  latter  increasing  from  f|il3,2l4,*^7r)  in  191(i  to 
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$20.03'2.SSr).  Tliis  article  is  ])II1v]i:isih1  principally  by  the  Slian^jhai 
jiiills  and  by  Japan.  Small  quantities  were  shipped  to  the  United 
States,  Kngjiand,  and  Italy. 

China  crops  Avore  short  of  requirements,  and  as  India  and  America 
had  but  moderate  crops,  cotton  prices  advanced  steadily  and  reached 
a  record  level  in  America  and  India  toward  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  in  Chiiui  durin<j:  the  sujumer.  In  China  there  was  a  temporary 
return  to  lower  prices  in  the  autumn,  when  the  new  crop  was  first 
marketed;  but,  owin*r  to  i)olitical  unrest  in  the  interior,  forwardin<rs 
of  cotton  decreased  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  and,  as  there  was  a 
constant  demand  from  China  mills  and  Japan,  the  market  recovered 
steadily. 
Smaller  Shipments  of  Tea. 

lentil  1017  black  tea  has  been  the  most  important  single  item  of 
export  from  Hankow.  It  is  exported  as  black  and  brick  tea  and  is 
now  beinp:  prepared  in  a  convenient  tablet  form.  Very  little  green 
tea  originates  in  this  district. 

Exports  of  tea  of  all  kinds,  includin":  tea  dust,  were  30,499,93-1 
pounds  less  in  1917  than  in  the  previous  year.  Credit  is  acknow- 
lediicd  to  three  leading  tea  merchants  for  the  following  information 
of  this  year's  tea  season.  The  first  musters  to  arrive  were  tho.^e  of- 
Keemun  teas  Avliich  were  shown  on  Ma}"  17.  and  the  market  opened 
three  days  later  at  prices  varying  from  47  to  3G  taels  per  picul 
(133;^  pounds),  the  first  chops  bein^  taken  off  the  market  very 
rapidly.  The  quality  was  good,  although  the  very  dry  spring  af- 
fected the  leaf  to  a  certain  ext<?nt.  The  quality  of  tlic  second 
chops  was  poorer  than  that  of  the  first,  but  they  were  sold  for 
45  to  40  taels  per  picul.  The  third  chops,  althoiigh  of  a  quality 
much  inferior  to  that  of  the  first  and  second,  were  sold  at  ad- 
vanced prices  varying  from  3.5  to  30  taels.  The  quality  of  Kee- 
mun teas,  generally,  was  much  better  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years.  The  total  first  crop  of  Keemun  was  about  20  per  cent  less 
than  in  191G  and  was  mostly  bought  for  Russia,  the  prices  averaging 
10  per  cent  below  last  season.  Of  first  ci'op,  101,183  half  chests  ar- 
rived; the  settlement  Avas  for  99,932  half  chests,  1,251  half  chests 
were  shipped  to  Shanghai,  and  none  remained  in  stock.  Of  the  sec- 
ond crop,  only  2,925  half  chests  were  prejiared;  the  quality  was  very 
poor,  and  the  Vihole  lot  was  sent  to  Shanghai  to  be  sold  there. 
Ningchow  and  Other  Teas. 

The  quality  of  the  first  Xinc:chow  crop  was  good.  At  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  season  a  few  choj)s  were  bought  at  rather  high  prices,  but 
later  prices  declined  and  crack  and  best  chops  sold  at  74  to  55  taels 
per  picul  and  good  for  54  to  40  taels^  The  quantity  was  not  large, 
being  about  25  per  cent  less  than  in  the  jDreceding  year,  and  was  com- 
posed chiefiy  of  medium  and  connnon  grades.  Of  first  crop,  SG.iuO 
half  cliests  arrived :  the  settlement  was  for  52.138  half  chests,  4,532 
half  chests  were  shii)i)ed  to  Shanghai,  none  remaining  in  stock.  Of 
the  second  crop,  9.33(»  half  chests  arrived;  settlement  3.549  half 
chests,  shipped  to  Shanghai  4,000  half  chests,  and  1,787  half  chests 
remained  in  stock. 

The  market  for  Canfa  and  Towynan  teas  opened  on  July  2.  This 
delav  was  due  to  the  tea  men  who,  althoui2;h  warned  that  the  demand 
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for  Gongoiis  this  year  Avas  small,  were  influenced  by  the  enormous 
piolits  realized  in  the  two  previous  years  and,  having  bought  raw 
leaf  at  high  prices,  endeavored  to  open  the  market  at  prices  only  10 
per  cent  lower  than  in  1915.  Buyers,  however,  declined  the  offer,"  fix- 
ing the  price  at  about  20  per  cent  less,  and  the  market  opened  at  31 
to  28  taels.  The  loss  to  the  tea  men  was  considerable.  The  quality 
of  these  teas  was  quite  good.  The  total  first  crop  was  10  per  cent 
less  than  in  1916,  Of  second  and  third  crops  only  20,905  half  chests 
were  prepared,  and  the  (juality  was  poor.  With  the  exception  of 
Chang  Show  Gai  teas,  which  were  very  poor,  most  of  the  Hankow 
teas  were  of  much  better  quality  than  those  brought  down  the  j^ear 
before.  The  market  opened  at  prices  5  to  3- taels  cheaper  than  in 
191G.  The  total  quantity  of  first,  second,  and  third  chops  was  40,000 
half  chests  less  than  in  the  previous  season.  The  first  Ichang  teas 
arrived  in  July,  and  the  market  opened  at  34  to  32  taels  per  picul. 
The  quality  was  better  than  that  of  last  year.*  Altogether  16,419 
half  chests  arrived,  of  which  541  were  shipped  to  Shanghai  and  the 
remainder  settled  locally. 

Tea  Season  Unsatisfactory. 

Generally  speaking,  the  tea  season  was  unsatisfactory  for  both 
foreign  buyers  and  native  tea  men,  and  the  latter  suffered  heavy 
losses.  No  teas  could  be  sent  to  Great  Britain  during  the  year,  owing 
to  the  British  Government's  prohibition  of  the  hnportation  of  other 
than  British-grown  teas.  Only  a  limited  quantity  was  sent  to 
America  in  consequence  of  the  high  exchange  and  the  abnormally 
high  freights.  The  shortage  of  transportation  in  Russia,  combined 
with  the  depreciation  of  the  ruble,  prevented  the  shipment  of  China 
teas  to  that  country,  and  as  the  Chine.se  Government  has  now  laid 
an  embargo  on  all  exports  to  Eussian  and  Siberian  ports  the  trade 
in  that  direction  entirely  ceases.  Under  present  regulations  no  brick 
tea  can  be  shipped  to  Russia,  and  a  large  quantity  manufactured  last 
year  is  being  kept  in  godowns  both  here  and  at  Kiukijsng.  The  brick- 
tea  industry  is  solely  for  supplying  the  Russian  trade,  consequently 
that  countr3''s  inability  to  buy  practically  destroys  the  business. 
The  prosjjects  for  China  teas  for  the  ensuing  year  are  not  bright.  It 
is  very  doubtful  whether  any  tea  will  be  made  in  1918;  if  so,  the 
crop  will  probably  be  a  very  small  one.  The  British  Government 
will  permit  the  importation  of  China  teas  into  Great  Britain  during 
1918  to  the  extent  of  3,000,000  pounds,  but  taking  into  consideration 
the  large  stocks  held  it  is  felt  that  the  relief  afforded  will  be  small. 
Year's  Trade  in  Wood  Oil. 

There  was  a  decline  in  exports  of  nut  and  wood  oil  as  compared 
with  1916,  although  the  value  was  greater.  The  exports  for  1916 
were  94,832,800  pounds,  against  81,255,067  pounds  in  1917,  and  the 
values  were  $6,547,680  and  $7,813,714,  respectively. 

The  stock  of  wood  oil  on  the  market  at  the  beginning  of  1917  was 
very  small,  and  oil  contracted  for  delivery  in  September  and  Oc- 
tober, 1916,  was  not  delivered  until  late  January,  1917.  This  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  other  articles,  which  come  from  the  wood  oil 
districts,  such  as  goat  skins,  cow  hides,  and  sesame  and  rape  seed 
oils,  were  selling  at  relatively  higlier  fignres  than  wood  oil  and  nat- 
uially  the  natives  were  bringing  to  the  market  the  products  that 
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were  rcali/inir  llio  hiulicst  i)rice.-:.  In  ouily  Jummry  wood  oil  "was 
sold  lit  11  taols  Hankow  iiincnc y,  for  Ft•bruary-^[ar^■h  ilolivory,  hut 
\\lien  supplies  bec^an  to  arrive  more  freely  in  early  Mareli  the  price 
declined  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  oil  was  boujj^ht  as  low  as  10/20 
taels,  which  was  the  lowest  prices  durin<i;  the  year.  Heavy  pur- 
chases Avere  made  in  March.  The  price  <rradually  advanced,  and 
heavy  ])urchases  were  made  in  June  at  lii.T.")  to  I'A  taels.  In  July; 
August,  and  September,  little  business  was  done  on  account  of  there 
being  no  stock.  In  June  it  was  reported  that  the  new  crop  of  oil 
due  to  begin  to  arrive  in  Hankow  about  the  middle  of  November 
would  be  about  -20  per  cent  below  the  crop  of  I'JlG  on  account  of 
heavy  rains  and  sand  storms  while  the  trees  were  in  bloom.  There 
was  a  slight  decline  in  the  price  in  early  October  and  some  oil 
was  bought  for  January-February,  1018,  delivery  at  12.90  taels. 
The  year  closed  with  no  spot  stock  on  the  market. 

Hides  and  Skins  Bring  Record  Prices. 

Prime  cow  hides  ranged  in  price  from  TO  to  58  taels  per  picul  and 
seconds  from  60  to  48  taels.  The  former  were  record  prices  for 
China  hides.  Italy  and  France  bought  most  of  these  hides  and  paid 
higher  prices  than  the  United  States.  Buffalo  hides  were  in  active 
demand  for  Europe  at  about  the  same  tael  quotation  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  though  the  exchange  maintained  the  gold  price  above 
former  years. 

Goatskins  arrived  in  normal  quantities,  and  the  prices  varie<I 
greatly.  One  shipper  stated  tliat  these  skins  sold  at  200  to  2G0  taels 
per  picul  at  times,  Avhereas  in  191G  the  average  tael  price  was  but 
one-third  this  amount.  The  United  States  eventually  procured  the 
largest  part  of  these  goatskins. 

Exports  of  Frozen  Products. 

Chickens,  ducks,  and  geese  are  found  everywhere  throughout 
China,  but  few  turkeys  are  raised.  A  large  amount  of  poultry  is 
consumed  by  the  Chinese  people,  and  if  the  industry  Avere  properly 
encouraged  it  Avould  be  capable  of  great  expansion  and  the  large 
quantities  that  are  being  exported  could  be  increased  very  easily. 
A  British  firm  has  the  only  cold-storage  plant  located  in  this  con- 
sular district  and  exports  large  quantities  of  frozen  products  to 
Europe:  it  is  also  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  undertakings 
in  HankoAV. 

The  following  table  furnishes  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
frozen  products  exported  from  HankoAv  during  the  years  1910  and 
1917: 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

A'aliie. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beef 

Chickens.           

pounds.. 

r.'jnil.'i'r.. 

2,76.«.533 

7r.2,2:<l 

1S,951,J00 

1,111,333 

237 

12,9.-)() 

$118, -102 

(i9,r.2s 

l,071,(ir>9 

lOJ.OSS 

1,0U 

9S,(j42 

1. 

??S4,101 

l.i!t.(y)'.» 

Kf;gs,  frozen 

1  ard: 

1  'i  j;s 

pounds.. 

do 

numlier.. 

1,^ 

11,  IM 

133,7'.'9 
IG,  IM 

I'orkers..     .            

9,117 
1^1. 1.33 

91,422 

I'orkers.  parts  of 

Other  frozen  products 

pounds.. 

9,039 

2,0«1 

1,227 

Totil 

1,469,531 

797,931 

1 
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Eggs  and  Egg  Products. 

Eggs  and  egg  products  arc  very  important  articles  of  export.  T-lie 
great  quantity  of  eggs  produced  and  their  clieapno^s  luis  been  the 
occasion  of  the  establishment  of  many  phmtii  in  this  vicinity  for  desic- 
cating eggs.  Modern  methods  are  used  in  some  instances,  though 
perhaps  antiquated  systems  are  more  generally  in  use  in  the  rural 
districts.  Eggs  are  collected  from  remote  places  in  lai'ge  sijlit  baski^ts 
containing  approximate!}'  1,000  eggs.  It  is  one  of  the  wonders  to 
foreigners  that  these  eggs  can  be  carried  for  miles  in  these  baskets 
without  packing  and  be  safely  delivered  at  the  factories.  The  Chi- 
nese egg  is  decidedly  smaller  than  the  foreign  egg;  when  fresh. the 
taste  is  excellent,  and  the  food  properties  are  said  to  be  equal  to  those 
of  the  western  product. 
Limited  Quantities  of  Beef  Used  by  Chinese. 

There  are  no  statistics  giving  the  number  of  cattle  in  any  part  of 
this  consular  district,  though  it  is  well  knovcn  that  they  are  plentiful 
-in  Honan,  Ilupeh,  Kiangsi,  and  some  of  the  western  Provinces  of 
the  district.  Beef  is  used  by  the  Chinese  to  a  limited  extent.  Cattle 
arc  raised  to  serve  as  a  beast  of  burden  and  to  provide  hides  for 
export.  No  attempt  was  made  to  export  beef  either  in  a  cured  or 
frozen  state  until  1916,  when  it  was  brought  about  by  the  activities 
of  the  British  Government,  working  through  a  local  cold-storage 
firm,  to  procure  beef  for  the  soldiers.  Considerable  quantities  of  beef 
cattle  were  slaughtered  and  exported.  The  cattle  to  be  found  are 
somewhat  like  the  Persian  and  Indian  hump  cattle,  though  consider- 
ably smaller.  They  are  usually  in  a  fair  condition  and  produce  good 
meal  when  the  animal  has  been  well  cared  for. 

Hogs  arc  raised  everywjiere  and  furnish  the  chief  animal  food  of 
the  Chinese  people.  The  pork  is  considered  by  foreigners  as  doubt- 
ful, as  there  is  no  inspection  of  the  animal  before  it  is  slauglitered. 
Every  town  and  city  in  China  has  shops  devoted  entirely  to  the  sale 
of  hams  and  bacons  of  certain  districts  which  are  fancied  to  be  superior 
to  those  from  others.  The  curing  has  nuich  to  do  with  the  quality, 
as  it  does  in  (he  United  States.  There  is  no  ijuproved  breed  of  hogs; 
certiiiu  foreigners  who  were  interested  in  the  export  have  attem]:)ted 
to  imi)rovc  the  breed  but  without  considerable  results.  The  export  of 
pork  has  not  hQen  a  -natter  of  much  consetiuence;  in  1917.  Iiowevcr, 
pork  to  the  value  of  $10o,r>21  was  exported. 

Wheat  and  Wheat  Flour. 

The  cultivation  of  wheat  has  become  more  general  throughout  this 
consular  district.  New  Hour  mills  have  been  established  and  the  old 
ones  improved.  The  daily  capacity  of  the  Ilupeh  flour  mills  in  op- 
eration and  under  construction  is  6,'500  bags  of  50  ))ounds  each. 
Some  of  these  mills  are  equipped  with  foreign-made  modern  ma- 
chinery, though  .some  continue  to  use  the  old  style  uuu'hinery.  There 
is  not  a  line  of  food  products  that  has  greater  pot^^ntialitie.s  for  in- 
crease than  the  production  of  flour.  The  [)ossibilities  of  increased 
production  are  dependent  only  upon  the  establishuuMit  of  additional 
mills. 

Wheat  was  i>xported  in  1917  froni  IT;»nkow  in  the  quantity  of 
4,42r>.*J4'2  bushels;  this  was  a  considerable  increase  over  the  3,39i^,860 
bushels  exj^orted  in  1910  and  a  nuich  greater  increase  over  the  470,406 
bushels  exported  in  191:5.    From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount 
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of  wlioat  piociiriible  beyond  llio  capacity  of  tlie  present  mills  is  con- 
siderable, luakinjti:  the  expansion  of  the  niillint;  industry  an  easy 
matter.  The  soil  is  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat,  which 
has  become  in  recent  years  one  of  the  principal  cr<tps  in  lliipeh, 
Honan,  Kansu,  and  Shensi  I'lovinces.  A^'ith  the  applit-ation  of  fer- 
tilizers and  the  adoj)tion  of  modern  methods  of  so\vin<r.  reaping,  and 
threshiuiX  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  (|uantity  pro- 
(hiced  coidil  be  increased  manyfold.  The  mode  of  cultivating:,  liar- 
vestingf,  and  thrashing:  is  extremely  j)rimhive,  and  very  few  modern 
implements  of  any  kind  are  used.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  other 
part  of  the  world  oli'ers  a  areatcr  opportunity  for  the  education  of 
farmers  for  the  expansion  of  the  production  of  wheat  than  does  this 
consular  district. 

Declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States. 

The  followinfj  table  oiye^  the  fiuantity  and  value  of  declared  ex- 
ports from  Hankow  to  tl;c  T'nited  States  duiing  the  rears  ended  De- 
cember 31,  191G  and  1917: 


ArticlP''. 


Antimony: 

Crude fon":.. 

Re?  ihis do. . . . 

Sulphate do 

Bcan<: 

Broad pound ;. . 

Soya do 

Bone -,  animal ton ;. . 

Bri.-;tle ; pj.md  ?. . 

Camphor,  crude do 

Ca'^ing:,  pig do 

Chin.j  era  ^s do 

Cotton,  raw do 

Egg;: 

Dry do 

Prozen do 

Egg  i)roduct3; 

A  Ibumen do 

Yolk do 

FiVjpr.  vegetable t on ;. . 

GflllEut- pound-. . 

Oallnut  extract .do. .. . 

Olup do.... 

Hair,  human do 

Hemp do 

Uides: 

Bufalo do 

Cow do 

Jute do 

Oil: 

Bean pall-">ns. . 

Cottonseed pcrnds.. 

Tat  e.?ocd d'« 

Se.=a'ne-snod do 

So<a  Ijcan tall  -.ns. . 

Tra 1 1. 1 '  lids. . 

AVood  and  nut }  alVns. . 

Ore,  tun?sien tons. . 

Peas,  w  hitc pc riids. . 

I'iu'  cuts .*. do 

I  'iu'  i  n testi  nes d  i . . 

Pork di.... 

Seed,  sesame do 

.•ihins: 

«tiif do.... 

Deer 


Quantity.        Value 


3S.5 

700 


.'>0 
505,934 


1,153,222 

11-1,  ore 

3,213,2-iS 

909,  MO 

2,490,340 

2') 

1,914,3("9 


$00,171 
199,061 


1917 


Quantity.        Value 


986 
3S5, 173 


1,470 

1,941 

300 

2S,000 
1,  lis,  230 


104,537 


23,r02 
223,831 


2<0.4«!4 
6N0,499 


253,238 


Ooat pounds.. 

I.eo'  ard ]  ie."es.. 

Sh-ef pcimd^. . 

'I'ik'er pieces. . 


19,3C8 

l,.5':-7,373 
10,792,0t>3 


31S,407 
622. P?? 
499,922 


979,214 

210,  PJ7 

6,916,870 


3,259 
1,3-t:) 
8,464 


6.5,535 


1,342,015 


2,183 


2-"<),  107 
4,438,425 


173, 272 
4S.263 
36,950 


M2,rS6 

17, 156 

4,323.854 


1,248 
245 
ftfie 


24, 363 


1,044,712 


507,019 

2,2<>9 

46,9.30 

2,-337,489 

2,682,763 

859,518 
83,120 

.';9:.,r,oo 

4,40S,50.i 

100 

2,891,fV:2 

3t.((10 

9.. "95 

10.0.55 

46,7r2 

2,f!,S.1.742 

16,237,916 

IS,  365 

12,701 

1,135.4.'M 

37,.S'19 

7,278 

299,698 


5,39.'-.,:«)3 

1,005 

871,328 


27,732 
61,,3,i2 
667,200 


2, 499,  ."58 1 

27 

12, 184 

lo 


$247,6,53 
5S9,.<<.30 
51,955 

1,231 
57,243 


540, 396 

1,290 

19, 793 

175,420 

722, 102 

331,133 
6,99S 

535, 098 

1,7S9,616 

2i.6S0 

603,<!25 

16,115 

1..3S.i 

3,9.'i2 

5,C62 

453, 722 

7, 150,  .516 

1,500 

11.948 

126,  .508 

6,652 

938 

267,489 


4,C61,.5.59 
11.S.50 
80,580 


10, 101 
4,074 
74,309 


29.470 

2,646,565 

737 

6,(W.S 

1,595 
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Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

'i'allow : 

pounds.. 

1,262,739 
10,.'J51,8;53 

i,64S,2C):; 

20,420 
16,933 
179,037 

$202,848 

1,404,896 

41S:,072 

12, UOi 

Vegetable 

Tea 

Tiu 

do 

do.... 

do.... 

3,351,622 
3,170,005 

$252,716 
571,570 

do.... 

8.30 

Wool,  sheep's 

do.... 

72,218 

17,742 
7,773 

52,9".^ 
3,243 

Total 

1.3,908,183 

23,369,883 

Goods  in  transit  to  Canada,  consistinf^  of  cottonseed  oil  and  wood 
and  nut  oil,  amounted  in  191G  to  $211,350  and  in. 1917  to  $402,193; 
returned  American  goods,  consisting  of  ammonia  cylinders  and  dia- 
monds, amounted  to  $4,350  in  191()  and  $1,929  in  1917. 

The  1917  exports  to  the  United  States  show  a  wonderful  growth 
since  1913,  when  they  were  valued  at  $5,151,798.  There  were  in- 
creases in  direct  shipments  of  antimony,  bristles,  and  raw  cotton; 
QfTfr  products  were  in  j)articular  demand  at  very  high  prices;  cow 
liidos  were  in  active  demand  at  satisfactory  prices;  as  gallnuts  be- 
came better  loiown  the  demand  increased;  both  soya  and  broad 
beans  found  an  American  market  for  the  first- time;  vegetable  and 
animal  tallows  have  apparently  found  favor,  also  China  grass. 
American  importers  find  difficiiltv  in  making  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments v-'ith  local  firms,  as  most  of  tlu^se  have  their  American  selling 
agents,  but  the  above  returns  indicate  that  buyers  are  coming 
directly  to  the  source  of  supplies  to  obtain  raw  products. 
Importance  of  Iron  and  Steel  Industry. 

The  Hanyang  Iron  and  Steel  Works  controls  the  most  important 
single  industiy  in  China.  It  should  be  one  of  the  finest  investments 
in  China  as  it  is  located  near  abundant  coal  and  iron  miners,  and  by 
a  process  of  amalgamation  these  mine^  and  the  steel  plant  have  been 
consolidated  into  the  Han-Yeh-Ping  Iron  and  Coal  Co.  (Ltd.).  The 
plant  constructed  during  1917  a  modern  unloading  plant  for  ores, 
but  no  other  large  improvements  have  been  made.  The  year  is  said 
to  have  been  a  successful  and  busy  one,  the  output  being  as  follows: 
Martin  iron,  118,932  tons;  foundry  iron,  31,655  tons;  rail  steel, 
20,093  tons;  mild  steel,  40,839  tons;  iron  ore,  541,699  tons;  white 
limestone,  67.368  tons;  blue  limestone,  10.178  tons;  dolomite,  14,620 
tons ;  coal,  288.688  tons ;  and  coke,  252,326  tons. 

Pig  iron  rose  in  price  50  per  cent  in  October  and  maintained  this 
price  to  the  end  of  the  year;  for  structural  steel  there  was  a  rise  of 
100  per  cent  for  plates  in  September  and  SO  per  cent  for  shapos, 
which  was  maintained. 
Yangtze  Engineering'  Works — Other  Industries. 

The  Yangtze  Engineering  Works  (Ltd.)  is  a  Chinese  engineering 
plant  with  an  excellent  reputation  for  undertaking  and  doing  things 
of  importance.  It  has  built  gunboats  for  the  Chinese  Government, 
bridges  for  railways,  and  a  great  number  of  other  things  that  count 
indu.strially.  The  director  makes  the  following  statement  regarding 
1917  operations: 

Tlie  works  did  in  1017  a  sood  ainouiit  of  \vorl<  of  nil  classes,  particularly 
railway  work,  such  as  steel  bridges,  wagons,  pas.sengcr  cars,  points  and  crosa- 
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"ings:  !il3».  sltvl  l)iiihliii,cs.  1:iii1<p.  lijihttTS.  pontoons,  etc.  A  fnir  amojint  of  stool 
strucUiral  wmk  for  lilast  furimcos  and  ropairs  to  niacliinory.  lioilors,  :incl 
vessels  of  larj^i"  aud  small  si/i-.s  was  also  cxocutoil.  IJcshles  execiitiu}:  o\itsnli* 
orders,  tlie  plant  al  the  same  lime  carried  out  its  own  exteusiuu  worli  to  a  vatit 
exte^^ 

Tliis  plant  could  bo  aOaptctl  to  the  constriKtion  of  concrete  ships, 
thus  providing  another  means  of  meeting  the  existing  short  tonnage. 
Labor  is  cheap;  material  and  land  are  available;  suitable  facilities 
for  launching  could  easily  be  provided;  an  up-to-date  plant,  capable 
of  modification  with  the  least  delay,  is  running  under  good  man- 
agement, and  the  vessels  could,  reach  the  ocean  during  eight  months 
of  the  year. 

The  Chinese  Government  paper  mill  in  its  third  year  produced 
82,000  reams  of  paper,  a  reduction  of  8.000  reams  as  compared  with 
191G.  The  year  Was  not  a  successful  one.  owing  partly  to  the  high 
cost  of  materials.  The  mill  is  equipped  with  modern  American  ma- 
chinery. 

The  Wuchang  Cotton  Mill  had  a  very  prosperous  year.  The  new 
mill  nearing  completion  will  more  than  double  the  capacity  of  the 
production  of  cotton  yarns  and  cloth.  Oil  mills  had  a  successful 
year,  as  did  most  of  the  other  smaller  plants. 

There  are  in  this  vicinity  a  powder  factory,  an  arsenal,  a  mint,  a 
match  factory,  three  aerated- water  factories,  four  antimony  smelters, 
two  "brick  and  tile  works,  one  candle  factory,  one  cement  works,  one 
cigarette  company,  one  distillery,  egg  factories,  flour  mills,  hydraulic 
pressing  companies,  ice  works,  oil  mills,  a  silk  filature,  six  brick-tea 
factories,  and  a  number  of  small  industries  using  primitive  methods. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Treasure  and  Coin — Revenue, 

Statistics  show  that  treasure  was  imported  into  Hankow  only  from 
Chinese  ports  in  1917,  and  but  $29,370  worth  of  silver  was  exported 
to  foreign  countries.  The  imports  and  exports  of  silver  were  about 
half  as  large  as  in  191G;  gold  was  imported  and  exported  in  small 
quantities,  whereas  none  was  moved  in  191G;  a  slightly  increased 
import  of  copper  is  noted. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  and  exports  of  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  for  191G  and  1917 : 


Items. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

Total. 

Imports  from  Chinese  sources: 

1916  

$13,981,423 

6,770,305 

29,376 

8,5a3,47f. 
6,779,523 

$1.12(;,251 
1,330,085 

$15,106,077 

1917 

521,307 

8,121,7>7 

211,376 

Exports  to  ali  China: 

1916         .  .          

92,871 
62,479 

8,506,347 

1917 

47,020 

5,879,022 

During  1917  the  imports  of  coins  into  Hankow  were  valued  at 
$5,51G,489,  against  $8,200,702  in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  exports 
of  coins  amounted  to  $4,544,710,  against  $0,704,305  in  lOlG. 

The  revenue  collected  by  the  Maritime  Customs  at  Hankow  in  1917 
amounted  to  $3,842,442,  an  increase  of  $520,117.  The  import  duty 
in  1917  amounted  to  $1^33,348;  export  duty,  $2,350,038:  coast-trade 
duty,  $210,407;  tonnage  dues,  $42,974;  and  transit  dues,  $93,675.^  The 
total  revenue  collected  at  Kiukiang  was  $020,890;  at  Shasi,  $47,888; 
and  at  Ichang,  $80,088. 
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Shipping  at  Hankow. 

An  increase  of  3,580  vessels,  Avith  a  tonna|[>e  of  825,810,  was  rc- 
cortled  in  the  shipping  at  Hankow  for  11)17.  Ihe  number  of  steamers 
entered  was  3,-110  of  2,577,002  tons;  those  clearing  numbered  3,334, 
Avith  a  tonnage  of  2,560,787,  being  an  increase  of  901  steamers  and 
37,143  tons.  The  excess  of  sailing  ships  entered  was  1,318  vessels  and 
144,955  tons,  and  cleared  1,301  vessels  and  143,712  tons.  Chinese 
steamers  head  the  list  witli  2,539  entries  and  clearances,  but  British 
steamers  are  a  long  way  ahead  in  the  matter  of  tonnage.  Japanese 
tonnage  is  next,  and  Chmese  tonnage  holds  third  place.  Tlic  number 
of  Chinese  sailing  ships  entered  and  cleared  was  1(),58G,  representing 
1,078.380  tons,  an  increase  of  1,97G  vessels  and  110,810  tons.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  continuance  of  the  European  war  the  restrictions  on 
ocean  tonnage  were  more  severe,  and,  Avith  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  steamers  Avhich  cleared  direct  for  VladiA^ostok  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  very  feAv  ocean  steamers  came  to  Hankow.  Inter- 
port  carrying  trade  was  good,  and  fi'eight  rates  steadily  increased. 

American  tonnage  showed  an  increase,  owing  to  the  expansion 
of  American  interests  and  the  arrival  of  a  few  A^essels  directly  from 
the  United  States  under  the  American  flag. 

Passenger  Traffic — Foreign  Population  and  Foreign  Firms. 

There  were  184.347  passengers  reported  to  haAe  arrived  in  HankoAV 
during  1917,  of  whom  150,512  Avere  Chinese  from  down-river  ports; 
104.180  arc  reported  to  have  departed  from  HankoAv,  of  Avhom  130,098 
Avere  Chinese  going  to  doAvn-river  ports.  These  figures  can  not  be 
regarded  as  accurate,  as  no  correct  census  of  Cliinese  passengers  ar- 
riving and  departing  can  be  obtained  under  the  present  system  by 
Avhich  the  Chinese  passenger  traflfic  is  farmed  out  to  the  "  compra- 
dores  "  of  the  various  steamers.  They  are,  hoAvcA-er,  the  only  figures 
avaihilde.  and  serve,  approximately,  to  indicate  the  general  inove- 
menf. 

The  customs  census  of  foreign  firms  and  foreign  residents  in  the 
Wuhan  cities  at  the  end  of  1917  is  given  in  the  folloAving  table: 


Nationality. 

1910 

1917 

Firms. 

Persons. 

Firms. 

Persons. 

19 
4 

197 

770 
21 

100 
215 
00 
2,04(1 
70 
27 
IS  I 
27 
52 

15 
4 

5S 

•    242 

BcLriuii 

10 

BrilisU 

,S91 

Danish 

.''■(1 

Dii  Ich 

Fronc'li      

15 

.•i2 

0 

0-1 

(.0) 

>04 

Oerm;ui 

190 

Italiajt 

Japnnosp 

9S 

Nor\vc'-'ian 

70 

Port  mjiieso 

2 
10 

2 

10 

:55 

Riis'iian 

Spanisli 

1.50 
20 

Rwedish 

75 

Total 

221 

3,8^19 

200 

3,977 

a  FijriiTes  not  available. 

Extension  of  American  Interests  in  Hankow^. 

The  most  encouraging  sign  of  the  permanency  of  America's  foreign 
trade  is  the  increasinij  desire  of  the  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
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porters  to  oonu'  in  tom-!»  witli  the  foreifrn  buyer.  This  is  seen  in 
many  >Yays  even  in  lliis  part  of  China.  'I'iiere  are  a  .(greater  number 
of  executives  visitiui;  (his  port  on  bi'half  of  their" fir  s  in  onler  thav 
first-hand  information  may  be  tlie  basis  of  futur  activities;  the 
stanchiid  of  the  connnercial  rei)rcs('ntativcs  is  greatly  improved; 
American  branch  houses  are  bein^-  established  in  ij.or  <U^'^  numbers; 
and  there  is  a  stronger  tendency  to  employ  Ame  ns  in  all  re- 
sponsible positions,  and  a  much  higher  standard  is  .ng  demanded 
of  these  employees.  Young  men  are  being  educated  for  foreign 
service,  antl  this  employment  is  becoming  more  po.ndar  and  is  at- 
tracting a  much  better  class  of  men.  In  idl,)  there  ->  '^re  7  American 
firms  located  in  Hankow,  and  at  the  end  of  1917  th        were  15. 

There  are  many  opportunities  for  expansion  of  American  business 
in  China.  No  other  section  of  the  world  olFors  greater  markets 
equally  contiguous  to  the  United  States  as  to  European  competitive 
nations.  To  take  advantage  of  these  opjiortunities  America  must 
build  up  an  eflicient  commercial  organization  similar  to  those  of  the 
successful  foreign  nierchants  now  established. 

The  machinery  for  exploitation  can  best  be  perfi  ted  (on  account 
of  economy)  in  its  initial  stage  by  combination  of  noncompeting 
interests.  British  interest  originally  developed  u'uler  one  strong 
company,  although  there  are  now  many  of  great  importance;  the 
Japanese  did  their  pioneer  work  in  a  similar  way,  and,  while  this 
principal  company  continues  in  the  lead,  com})etiti^e  Japanese  firms 
have  been  organized.  America  needs  a  strong  company  capable  of 
combining  the  various  possible  interests  without  creating  a  perma- 
nent monopoly. 
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